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Odb readers, we preanme, are not nnac- 
quainted with " Little Georgiana." We 
would again introduce faer to your ootice, 
no longer as a child, but having "put 
away childish things : " iu other words, 
being arrived at the " years of discre- 
tion ;" the number of which years we 
cannot correctly ascertain. She had 
learnt how to prize that which is good, 
and wise, and holy ; and was still 
grasping after more of that knowledge 
which can only be commnnicated by the 
teaching of the Holy Spirit ; and which 
as a "shining light, shineth more and 
more unto the perfect day." In her early 
days, she esperienced that "the ways of 
religion are ways of pleasantness, and alt 
her paths are peace." Her favourite 



IT IVTRODCCTION. 

puisidts were noC atteoded vitfi tlie dis- 
appointneiits and movtificatioiis wliich too 
&eqveotlT eodihter tke eBJoTmaits of 
Toath. Tlie pleasues al tke retaniing 
seasons in die eovntrr afforded lier an 
endless Tarietr. And aldioiigii she en- 
jo jed tke societT of ker yolmger firi^ids, 
ker fiitker was ker CtTOoiite eompanioo : 
wky ke was so, we kc^ tke fidfewing 
eoDTersatioiis will saffioentlT eviiice. 
and indvce those wko read tkon to follow 
Cieorgiaiia's example in taking knowledge 
fA die wo^s of tkeir Creator in tke dayd 
of tkeir Toutk, that tkej maj be kepi 
firom tke Tanity wkick tkeir time of life 
is subject to, and restrained firom walking 
" m tke wa J of tkeir keart, and in tke sigkt 
of their eyes; for, for all these things Grod 
will bring them into jadgment." 
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Tn exploring the operations of nature, 
the object of the writer of these pag'es is 
to lead the thoughts of her young readers 
to nature's God. 

" Nature displayed " in all its several 
branches, to the intelligent mind, must 
ever be a deeply interesting study ; but 
the investigation which traces not the 
finger of God, not only in the rolling orbs 
which perform their " punctual round," 
—the winds and storms fuHilling his 
word, — the magnificent swell of waters 
whose proud waves are stayed, and whose 
bounds are fixed, so that they cannot pass ; 
— the returning seasons, the heat, the 
cold, the rain, the dew ; — the lightning's 
vivid flash preceding the hollow rever- 
beration of the thunder, or the more 
awful crash of the thunder-bolt, with all 
the phenomena by which this wondroua 
world is surrounded, — but also in the 
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minutest fibre of the fly's Rnttering wing ; 
the rich colouring, and delicate pencilling 
of the lowliest flower which " wastes its 
fragrance on the desert air ;" — the songs 
of the birds, their feathery clothing, 
together with the admirable texture, and 
mechanism, and never-ending variety of 
the works which He hath made — falls very 
short, indeed, in the knowledge worth 
attaining ; for 



By hlB Lnowledee the cl^>tbs are brokea up, 
And tbe doQiU dmp dcnm dew." 

Cold and insensible must be the heart 
which the contemplation of snch objects 
does not enliven. Of his people it is 
written, "They lifted np their voice to 
God with one accord, and said. Lord, 
thou art God, which hast made heaven 
and earth, and the sea, and all that i 
them ia." 

God himself speaks of the universal 
admiration excited by the glorious com- 
pletion of his perfect work, " When tha 
mnmiiig stars sang together, and all the 
sons of God shouted for joy." 

The pride of human intellect leads it to 
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imagine that it can compass all things 
without acknowledging; the hand which 
created them, or seeking from God the 
revelation of his works. To such are ■ 
these words addressed, " Hear ye, and B 
give ear ; be not proud : for the Lord ■ 
hath spoken. Give glory to the Lord B 
your God, before he cause darkness, and 
before your feet stumble upon the dark 
mountains, and, while ye look for light, 
he turn it into the shadow of death, and 
make it gross darkness." Well may the 
inquiry be made, " Are there any among 
the vanities of the Gentiles that can cause 
rain ? or can the heavens give showers '. 
Art not thou he, O Lord our God ? there- 
fore we will wait upon thee : for thou 
hast made all things." 

Nor would I confine the attention of 
my readers merely to the works of 
creation, while the amazing plan of re- 
demption lies open to our view. To 
know Jesus Christ and him crucified is 
above all knowledge, since that alone 
can make wise unto salvation. In Him 
" are hid all the treasures of wisdom 
and knowledge," 

By some it may be deemed inexpedient 
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to bring the deep things of God before 
the youthful mind ; but what the Holy 
Scriptures clearly reveal, must not be 
kept back from any—" What God hath 
joined let not man put asunder." 

It is not simply by man's teaching that 
we con hope to leam, " but God hath 
revealed them unto us by his Spirit : for 
the Spirit searcheth all things, yea, the 
deep things of God. For what man 
knoweth the things of a man, save the 
spirit of man which is in him f even so 
the things of God knoweth do man, but 
the Spirit of God." It is the Holy 
Spirit's office to take of the things of 
Christ and shew them unto his people ; 
and that children are thus taught of the 
Lord, we have his own authority. " I 
thank thee, O Father, Lord of heaven 
and earth, because thou hast hid these 
things from the wise and prudent, and 
hast revealed them unto babes. £)ven 
so. Father ; for so it seemed good in 
thy sight." 



GEORGIANA AND HER FATHER , 
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CONVERSATION I. 



GkorgiaNA had from infancy been ac- 
cuatomed to early rising ; a morning walk 
with her dear fatlier was amongst her 
chief gratifications, and her well-known 
tap at his study-door, seldom failed to 
call forth her indulgent parent ready 
equipped to accompany her. 

How much they lose, dear papa, she 
observed, who waste these pleasant hours 
iu bed. What a pity that such a scene 
as that which now presents itaeif, should 
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be shut out from any wlio have ejes 
to behold it ! The dew-drops sparkle like 
the most brilliant gems on the shining 
leaves. The fields are so green, and 
the air so fresh and balmy, and the birds 
from every spray warble forth their little 
notes so sweetly! O papa, what a beau- i 
tiful world God has made for us ! I 

Very true, my love. Nature does ' 
indeed present an animated picture at 
this sunny season of the year. And we 
ought never to contemplate it without 
looking from nature to nature's God. 
Let us behold the first great cause ud I 
every lovely object by which we ar»l 
surrounded. Let us lift up our heartvl 
in praise to Him who hath given us aJh I 
things richly to enjoy. Even the ex- 
hilarating melody of the birds ought to 
make us feel what a joyful and pleasant 
thing it is to be thankful. O what a fair 
creation this would be if sin had neven ^ 
marred the perfect work of God ! 

Still, papa, God will perfect hia owi 
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for surely by his word we are 
tsugbt, that the whole was arrauged by 
I unalterable decree before the foun- 
lation of the world, 
To which partieular passage of the 
tcred record do you allude, Georgiana? 
There are very many, papa ; so mauy 
iadeed, that they cannot be enumerated ; 
liiey run through the whole scriptures 
' Eke the links of a chain which can never 
be broken. " Come, ye blessed of my 
Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for 
you from the foundation of the world," is 
our Lord's invitation to his own peo- 
ple, snfRciently convincing to the under- 
standing, but that men love darkness rather 
than light, because their deeds are evil. 

You are right, my dear ; this invitation 
could only have been given to those 
whom God the Father had chosen in 
Christ " before the foundation of the 
world, that they should be holy and 
without blame before him in love." 

Holy and without blame before Him 
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who is of purer eyes than to behold 
iniquity I— O how can tee ever attain 
such excellence who are in ourselves . 
altogether corrupt? 

My dear Georgiana, I thought yoa i 
understood the message of glad tidings I 
better than to ask rae such a question. 
Our fallen nature can never rise, we 
never in ourselves can attain the smallest 
particle of excellence ^ yet we are told, 
that " without holiness no man shall see 
the Lord." This holiness is not our own; 
it is the gift of God, imputed to all the 
flock of Christ, who was the Lamb, with- 
out blemish and without spot, slain from 
the foundation of the world, fore-ordatned 
to be an all -sufficient atonement for all 
the sins of his people, and to obtain for 
them " eternal redemption." " By one 
offering he hath perfected for ever them J 
that are sanctified." " 

But, papa, St. Paul asks, " Shall we 
continue in sin that grace may abound ? 
God forbid," And our Saviour bimself 
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' Except a man be born ag;ain he 
see the kingdom of God," 
y true, Georgiana, we must be 
reatedanew in Cbrist Jesua. Wemustbe 
n agaiu of the Spirit, or we can never 
e to enter into the kingdom of God. 
Then, papa, our nature is changed ; 
i partake of the nature of God, and 
ime like him ! 

I spirit we do, but not in the flesh ; 
" who can bring a clean thing out 
1 unclean ? not one." Have you not 
1 the seventh chapter of Romans I 
rs, papa, and now I begin lo under- 
that we have two natures within 
, the one opposing the other. 
It is a warfare which never ceases in 
the believer, Georgiana ; the flesh against 
the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh : 
and these are contrary the one to the other; 
"bo that (as Paul says) ye cannot do 
the things that ye would." Gal, v. 17. 
It is altogether the work of the Holy 
Spirit to bring about a spiritual change. 

R a 
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*' We through the Spirit wait for the hope 
of righteousness by faith*' in Jesus Christ, 
who is the righteousness of his people. 
We are told that *' Abraham believed 
God and it was counted unto him for 
righteousness ;" though he might boast 
of his works, ** but not before God." 
His ready obedience was the fruit of his 
faith, for which he looked not for reward ; 
had he done so, he would have claimed it 
as a debt due to him; but he arro- 
gated no merit to himself in what he 
did ; for in such a spirit, if a man work, 
'* the reward is not reckoned of grace, 
but of debt. But to him that worketh 
not, but believeth on him that justifieth 
the ungodly, his faith is counted for 
righteousness. Even as David also de- 
scribeth the blessedness of the man, unto 
whom God imputeth righteousness with- 
out works. Blessed are they whose 
iniquities are forgiven, and whose sins 
are covered. Blessed is the man to whon^ 
the Lord will not impute sin." 
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You are quoting from the fourth chap- 
ter of Romans, papa ; I know it well, and 
have remarked that " faith was reckoned 
to Abraham for righteousness," and his 
faith worked hy love, — the love of God 
shed abroad in his heart which was the 
cause that " he staggered not at the 
promise of God through unbelief; but 
■ vas strong in faith, giving glory to God." 
Yes, Georgiana, he gave all the glory 
> God (the inexhaustible source of all 
' gifts and graces) for the gift of that faith 
which was imputed to him for righteous- 
ness ; he had nothing that he did not 
^Kfeceive, therefore, nothing in himself 
^Hhjvhereof to glory. All who "walkinthe 
^^Hteps of that faith of our father Abra- 
^^■jwm," shall in like manner inherit the 
^^bromise. The righteousness of Christ 
^^nrill be imputed to them also, — to his seed, 
which includes all believers. By this 
righteous faith we are justified, and ob- 
tain peace with God through our Lord 
Jesus Christ. 



^ vas 
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And surely, papa, those who are so 
highly favoured by God must produce 
fruit to his glory. 

Certainly, my child, *' The tree is 
known by its fruits." If Jesus be the 
root, the tree will be green and flourish- 
ing : " Being filled with the fruits of 
righteousness, which are by Jesus Christ, 
unto the glory and praise of God." His 
Spirit in his people will prevent their 
fulfilling the lust of the flesh, and lead 
them in the way of holiness. " Prevent 
and follow me, O God," should be their 
unceasing prayer. 

The fruits of the Spirit, papa, are 
besiutifully contrasted with those of the 
fliesh in the fifth of Galatians, where we 
are plainly told that they who do the 
Vorks of the flesh '* shall not inherit 
the kingdom of God ; " but that " they 
that are Christ's have crucified the flesh, 
with its aflbctions and lusts. If we 
live in the Spirit, let us also walk in 
the Spirit." 
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Elf we have not the Spirit of Christ, 
torgiana, ve are indeed none of his ; 
t if we are aot in the flesh, that is, if 
we are changed, the Spirit of God dwells 
within us. " To be carnally-minded is 
death ; but to be spiritually- mi tided is 
life and peace : because the carnal mind 
is enmity against God ; for it is not sub- 
ject to the law of God, neither indeed 
can be." If Christ be in us, he is 
stronger than the carnal mind, and keeps 
it down, " the body is dead because 
of sin ; but the spirit is life becanae of 
righteousness." " He shall quicken your 
mortal body by his Spirit that dwellefh 
ia you." His graces shine in the lives 
of believers, all who see them can take 
knowledge of them that they have been 
with Jesus ; by whose righteousness the 
guilty sinner is for ever acquitted. " By 
the deeds of the law there shall no flesh 
be justified in his sight ; " " hut now the 
righteousness of God without the law is 
manifested, being witnessed by the law 
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and the propheta ; even the righteou^egf^ 
of God by faith of Jesus Christ, unto all 1 
aud upon all that believe ; for there is ao 1 
difference: for all have sinned and come J 
short of the glory of God ; being justified I 
freely by his grace througli the redemp- 1 
tion that is in Jesus Christ." — ^From 
the tenth verse of this chapter (Ro- 
mans iii.) the natural state of all men 
is described, " for none are righte- 
ous, no, not one." From such a mass j 
of corruption, free grace selects the 
chosen flock, all of whom are found 
walking in the same broad road which 
leadeth to destruction. From the twenty- 
first verse, yon see clearly set forth the J 
fulness and freeness of redemption to all I 
the purchased flock of Jesus Christ. 

In that one expression in the twenty- 
second verse, papa, " unto all, and upon 
all them that believe" is included, (as 
it appears to me) the outward imputatioB ■ 
of righteousness like a robe covering the I 
sinner round, and holiness imparted I 
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CONVERSATION I. 11 

'ttie operation of the Holy Spirit. Is this 
a progressive work ? 

The gifts and graces of the Holy Spirit 
are progressive. Paul did not esteem 
himself to have attained all, neither that 
he was already perfect, but says, " I 
follow after, if that I may apprehend that 
for which also I am apprehended of Christ 
Jesus." Eager in the pursuit of the only 
knowledge which can make wise unto 
salvation, and which in comparison, alt 
other knowledge is but foolishness, he 
counted not himself to have apprehended ; 
and forgetting those things which are 
behind, and reaching forth to those which 
are before, he pressed toward the mark 
for the prize of the high calling of God 
in Christ Jesus." And he exhorts his 
brethren ; " Let us therefore as many as 
be perfect," (knowing that in the perfec- 
tion of Jesus they were even then per- 
fect, though imperfect in understanding 
those mysteries) " be thus minded;" and 
adds, " and if in any thing ye be other- 
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wise minded, God shall reveal even thiv 
unto you." Tlila passage sufiiciently 
evinces the growth in knowledge and 
grace which the believer attains "whose 
conversation is in heaven ; from whence 
we look for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus 
Christ; who shall change our vile body, 
that it may be fashioned like unto his 
glorious body, according fo the working 
whereby he is able even to subdue all 
things to himself." 

It is strange, papa, that unceasingly a*'^ 
we read the word of God which so com- 
pletely testifies that we must look out 
of ourselves, that we are not taught by it, 
but are continually cleaving in some d»> 
greeto our own wretched performances!' 
But St. Paul, T think, papa, had casC 
down and forgotten all his pharisaical 
pride and learning, when taught by the 
Holy Spirit such things as are hidden 
from the wise and prudent, and are re- 
vealed to babes. His human attainments, 
of every description, he counted but aa 
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^M CONVERSATION I. 13 

^^Itoss when he found the excellency of the 

knowlede;e of Christ Jesus his Lord. 

O may we thus follow on to know the 
Lord ! said Mr. Alford. 

The path which the father and daughter 
had chosen for their morning ramble was 
not along the beaten high- way ; the retire- 
ment of the unfrequentedmountain dell was 
better suited to tlieir meditations on the 
works of God, and to talk of his doings 
towards the children of men. The bram- 
ble was suffered to extend unmolested its 
lengthened branches over the narrow 
circuitous winding, and the wild rose and 
violet ' wasted their sweetness on the 
desert air.' Overshadowing trees and 
rugged rocks screened the close valley 
from the too powerful beams of the sun, 
and rendered the walk, in this dry season 
of the year, the most sheltered and 
agreeable that could have been selected. 
The light foliage of the, trees was gently 
agitated by the refreshing morning breeze, 
^d was reflected in the meandering of a 
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Bilvery brook which rippled in sweet 1 
murmurs over its rocky bed. Georgian^ I 
was of a disposition, and tit a time of life, I 
to find enjoyment in the surrounding 1 
beauties of nature, none of which war© \ 
suffered to escape her quick observation^ 
Every object and occurrence delighted 1 
her ■ when their progress through tha I 
rough and thorny path-way was impeded^^ 
by interlaced brambles and hedge-rows, 
she heeded not the rents and scratches she 
received, while eagerly clearing away the 
obstacle from before her tenderly beloved 
parent's footsteps. Near the termination 
of the beautiful valley the mountain tor- 
rent rolled over a high rock and dashed . 
precipitously its foaming spray into 
basin below, which imparted its contents I 
to the fertilizing brook of the verdant val% J 
and gave drink to the herds which I 
browsed upon its banks. The furtbet 
progress of Ibe father and daughfei 
at an end ; they seemed rivetted to a spot 
which called forth all their admiration^ 
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I^Oh ! exclaimed Georgiana, was there 
ever any tblD^ so encliautiiig as this place I 
Surely no work of art could combine 
such striking beauties ! Look, dear papa, 
how nature has adorned that projecting 
cliff with wreaths of wild roses. I would 
not strip it of its lovely decoration, yet 
amidst such luxuriant branches, I might 
take off some to carry home for mama's 
flower- pot. 

Provided you could get at them, Geor- 
gianu ! Before you make the attempt, 
however, consider the danger to which 
you would expose yourself iu clambering 
the rock, in which expedition I am not 
sufficiently active to be your companion. 
Take my advice, be satisfied where you 
are ; the path we are in, though narrow 
and thorny, is safe: the one for which 
you would forsake it is certainly broader, 
but much more hazardous ; here you can 
Eircely escape a few scratches ; there, 
lyery step would threaten destruction. 
Especially, papa, when compelled to 
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leave mysupportbehiad. I believe I had 
better remain in the narrow way with 
your deur arm to save me from falling. 

You will think it the wiser course, 
Georgiana, when you reflect on the 
allurements which would draw you away ; 
fading flowers no sooner plucked from 
their stem, than withered and gone! Oh! 
how many like my thoughtless girl grasp 
after a shadow, and lose the substance ! 

That, however, is not now my case, dear 
papa, for still I feelyour supporting arm; 
and I hear your parental voice which 
calls me back, when inclined to wander 
from the right path. 

The path, my child, must first be 
pointed out to me, before I can direct 
you. O may he who is the way, and the 
truth, and the life, he your unerring 
guide and counsellor. May his everlast- 
ing arms be your shield, and buckler, and 
refuge ; and hb word a light to your feet, 
and a lantern to your paths in the 
which leadeth untu life. 
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Th e father and daughlpr had fouud a seat 
amongst the rocks, which afforded them 
shelter from the sun, and from the sudden 
fall of a shower, (which in that variable 
season was very common) and preaeoted 
in front the ma^nilicent prospect of the 
wide spread world of waters, reflecting 
the azure blue of the canopy above on its 
cahn surface. On the right, t 
was bounded by high peaked mountains, 
whose dark and craggy summits seemed 
to touch the bright vault of heaven. On 
the left a clump of hawthorn, clothed in its 
freshest bloom, wafted fragrance around. 
How delightfully has nature provided 
a scat for us! observed Mr. Alfoi-d. 
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Han's device coald never have famished' 
ns with the contemplation of snch splen- 
did objects, nor have planned so glorious 
a prospect. How manv instructive les- 
sons present themselves in all which snr- 
rounds us ! Of what should the sun, 
shining in his brightness, remind us.Geor- 
giana? 

The sun is an emblem of the 
mighty Creator himself, papa .' And 
should never behold him without reflect- 
ing on ihe magnilicect six days' work 
which called into existence those lights 
in the firmament of the heaven wl 
divide Ihe day from the night, and 
" given for signs, and for seasons, 
days and years." 
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Hilton's language is very poetic and 
beautiful, Georgiana. Before we hear of 
the creation of the sun, God said, " Let 
there be liglit, and there was light." 
Light must therefore have emanated 
from him who is its source, without the 
medium of that resplendent globe of 
light. Can you recollect any other 
applicable lines of Milton's ? 

kYes, papa. 
Hul; holy light, o(fep^idEOfhEav'^fiJ6^bom. 



rWhixp fonntsln »lio Bholl teU I before ttai am. 
Of Qod. «s wilh a maoOo, didst InvMt 
'The rising- wjcld of wntsTB diu-k and deep 
WoD from the rgld »nd fotinleS! Inflnite.' 
Observe, Georgiana, how concisely and 
emphatically all this is described in the 
sacred revelation ! " The heavens and the 
earth were finished, and the host of 
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them.**^ Great indeed, beyond our finite 
comprehension was that Almighty word 
which pronounced ** Let there be," and 
the host of bodies which no man can 
number were poised in ether, and thence- 
forth sailing through fathomless space, 
revolve their undeviating rounds. 

" Let then be light /'* prodaimM the Almighty Lord : 
Astonish'd chaos heard the potent word : 
Through all his realms the kindling Ether runs. 
And the mass starts into a million suns : 
Bend, as they journey with projectile force, 
In bright ellipses their reluctant course ; 
Orbs wheel in orbs, round centres centres roll. 
And form, self-balanced, one revolving whole. 
Onward they move amid their bright abode. 
Space without bound the bosom of their God,* 

A thought strikes me, papa, which I 
wish to communicate to you, but fear I 
shall not be able in such a manner as to 
render myself intelligible. Very ofien, 
when I am anxious to expliain myself, 
my ideas become so confused, that I find 
it impracticable. 

That may proceed from difl^erent causes, 
Georgiana. It may be from too much 
haste in sj^eaking ; ' think before ybtt 
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speak,' is a good old adage ; a proper 
arrangement of your ideas beforehand is 
very necessary to their clear explanation. 
Young people are often in too much haste 
to speak, from a kind of self-satisfaction 
at their pre- conceived idea. But pray 
let me hear yours. 

I think, papa, in speaking of the sun as 
an emblem of the Creator, we might have 
enlarged greatly on the subject. In 
the epistle of James i. 17, he says, 
*' Every good gift, and every perfect gift 
is from above, and cometh down from 
the Father of lights, with whom is no 
variableness, neither shadow of turning." 
The sun, as the central point round 
which three descriptions of bodies revolve, 
the planets, the fixed stars, and the com- 
ets, and from whence so many of them 
receive their light, may very justly be 
called " the father of lights." 

It is a very just comparison, but not 
an original one of your's, although you 
may suppose it. This emblem is too 
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striking, not to have been observed 1 
many who delight in the knowledge 
the Lord, and in tracing his benefice 
dealings towards the children of men. T 
sun remains fixedly shining on the bodi 
which surround him. Whilst they tu 
and change, he changes not. When nig 
throws her sable garment on every obje< 
it is because the part of our globe whi 
we inhabit is turned from the sun : or 
the day-time, when his light is obscure 
it is by the clouds and vapours whi 
ascend from the earth. His light shin 
uninterruptedly ; the darkness procee 
from another quarter. Sometimes t 
shadow of the moon, in passing betwe 
the sun and the earth eclipses his ligl 
but from him thete is no shadow. Ai 
thus it is, my dear Georgiana, ^th t 
great Father of lights, in whoni iiS itide 
no variableness, neither shadow 'of tui 
ing. He is always the same, whilst i 
are continually changing. We turn fr< 
him, he never turns from us. While i 
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oar unbelief, like a thick cloud, hides him 
from our view, but in bim there is do 
shadow of darkness ; all arouud him is 
light and glory, which never can he 
clouded nor obscured. The sun is too 
dazzling an object for our weak sight to 
gaze on. To heboid him, we must look 
through some dark medium. We cannot 
see God and live: be must put us into 
(he cleft of the rock, and cover us with 
bis hand before his glory passes by. 

We can never appear before God, papa, 
until covered with the spotless robe of 
Christ's righteousness, and he is the rock 
in wliich we may be hidden. 

Christ is indeed all, Georgiana; from 
him every good and perfect gift cometh, 
from him in whom is the godhead bodily. 
His blood purchased us i bis righteousness 
covers us; his spirit sanctifies us; his 
mercy pardons us; his free grace saves 
us ; we have nothing to offer, nothing to 
Wanting all things in our poverty 
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and emptiness, we mast come with m 
other claim than our deep necessities 
and we have that promise which canno 
lie ; ** Him that cometh unto me I wil 
in no wise cast out. Ask, and ye shal 
receive, seek and ye shall find, knock 
and it shall be opened unto you." 

Well but, papa, you know what we fine 
in the fifteenth chapter of John, ** Yi 
have not chosen me, but I have chosei 
you, and ordained you, that ye should g< 
and bring forth fruit, and that your frui 
shall remain : that whatsoever ye shall asl 
of the Father in my name, he may give i 
you." These are our Lord's own words: i 
is he who chooses us, we do not choose him 

No, Georgiana, we do not choose him 

because the natural heart is at enmit' 

• 

with God. What a mercy, therefore, tha 
he chooses us, even while we are a 
enmity with him. What a mercy that b 
changes that enmity into love, that h* 
takes away the garment defiled with sin 
and puts upon us the spotless robe of hi 
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ngbteousness. He teaches us to know 
our wants, and then relieves them. O 
what a boundless mercy, past finding out, 
is it, that the whole plan and work of our 
salvation is his, and his alone, for if the 
smallest part had been left to ourselves, 
our total ruio would have been inevitable. 

Why is it, papa, that this comforting; 
doctrine is not more generally received! 

The reason is obvious, my love ; our Sa- 
viour himself declares it in addressing his 
elect. "I will pray the Father, and he shall 
give you another comforter, that he may 
abide with you for ever ; even the Spirit of 
truth, whom the world cannot receive, 
because it seeth him not, neither knoweth 
him ; but ye know him ; for he dwelleth 
with you, and shall be in you." And He 
also says, " Because I tell you the truth, 
ye believe me not," 

And in another place he says, papa, 
1' It is given unto you. to know the mys- 
teries of the kingdom of heaven, but to 
Lem it is not given." 
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*' Moreover the light of the moon shall be as the lif ht of tiie 
sun, and the light of the son shall be seven-fold, as the light 
of seven days, in the day that the Lord bindeth up the breach 
of his people, and healeth the stroke of their wound." Isaiah 
XXX. 2i6. 



Whilst contemplating the sun as eclips- 
ing every lesser light, let us carry on the 
simile, and regard that glorious orb of 
day as a type of the Sun of righteousness, 
declaring the glory of God, whi|e he 
diffuses light and heat around a dark cold 
world. That material light rises in the 
east, and travels with indescribable swift- 
ness over all the dark comers of the earth. 
Wherever there is speech or language, 
the sound is gone forth and declares, 
' the hand that made me is divine.' In 
the eastern extremity of the globe, in 
Asia, the Sun of righteousness arose ; and 
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ian of 

divine light " which lighteth every man 
that cometh into the world : " — that world 
which was made by Him, yet knew him 
not, that world lying in wickedness; 
which He came to redeem ; He, who was 
the true light, and in him was no dark- 
ness at all. He was the life, and gave 
his lile a ransom for many. 

Do you recollect, papa, St. Paul's des- 
cription of the Lord's appearance, as 
exceeding the sun in brightness, shining 
round ahout him I 

I do, Georgiana, and also the prophecy 
of Isaiah concerning the rising of the 
true light. " Arise, shine, for thy light 
is come, and the glory of the Lord is 
risen upon thee. For, behold, the dark- 
ness shall cover the earth, and gross 
darkness the people: but the Lord shall 
arise upon thee, and his glory shall appear 
upon thee;' and the Gentiles shall come to 
thy light, and kings to the brightness of 
thy rising." Here is clearly depicted. 
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" the root and offspriDg of David, the 
bright and morning star." ** Whereunto 
(St. Peter says) ye do well that ye take 
heed, as unto a light that shineth in a 
dark place, until the day dawn, and the 
day-star arise in your hearts." 

What a beautiful description is given 
in the last two chapters of Revelation, 
of the heavenly city, the New Jerusalem, 
papa! "And the city had no need of 
the sun, neither of the moon to shine in 
it ; for the glory of God did lighten it> 
and the Lamb is the light thereof : and 
the nations of them which are saved shall 
walk in the light of it : and the kings of 
the earth do bring their glory and honour 
into it. And the gates of it shall not be 
shut at all by day : for there shall be no 
night there. And they shall bring the 
glory and honour of the nations into it. 
And there shall in no wise enter into it 
any thing that defileth, neither whatso- 
ever worketh abomination, or a lie : but 
they which are written in the Lamb's 
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fcook of life. And he shewed me a pure 
river of water of life, clear as crystal, 
proceeding out of the throne of God and 
of the Lamb. In the midst of the street 
of it, and on either side of the river, was 
the tree of life, which bare twelve manner 
of fruits, and yielded her fruit every 
month : and the leaves of the tree were 
for the healing of the nations. And there 
shall be no more curse : but the throne 
of God and the Lamb shall be in it^ and 
his servants shall serve him : and they 
shall see his face ; and his name shall be 
in their foreheads. And there shall be 
no night there ; and they need no candle, 
neither light of the sun ; for the Lord 
God giveth them light : and (hey shall 
reign for ever and ever." Oh ! papa. 

Plat happiness to be an inhabitant of this 
Yes, Georgiana, the whole church of 
Christ shall assemble there. You should 
not have omitted the first appearance of 
\he holy city, " coming down from God 
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out of heaven, prepared as a bride adorned 
for her husband." Such is the tender 
relationship which Christ bears to his 
church, she is called, the ** Lamb's bride :'* 
and also, '' the King's daughter, all glo- 
rious within," being the temple of the 
Holy Ghost ; ** her clothing of wrought 
gold." ** She shall be brought to the king 
in raiment of needle work ;" this identifies 
the pure robe of Christ's righteousness^ 
wrought out by his own hands as the 
ornament and glory of his church. Being 
** of wrought gold," signifies ** the riches 
of his glory on the vessels of mercy." 
*' The virgins her companions that follow 
her." means the gathering in of the Gen- 
tiles. ** With gladness and rejoicing 
shall they be brought : they shall enter 
into the king's palace." These are " the 
ransomed of the Lord," who shall ** come 
to Zion with songs, and everlasting joy 
upon their heads : they shall obtain joy 
and gladness, and sorrow and sighing 
shall flee away." Each one may say, as 
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*ell as the church collectively, "I will 
greatly rejoice in the Lord, my soul shall 
be joyful in my God ; for he hath clothed 
me with the garments of salvation, he hath 
covered me with the robe of righteousness, 
as a bridegroom decketh himself with 
ornaments, and as a bride adornetb her- 
self with her jewels." " In that day 
shall the Lord of hosts be for a crown of 
glory, and for a diadem of beauty unto 
the residue of his people." 

There will be nothing but rejoicing, 
papa, in the holy city, because " God 
himself shall be with them. "And God 
shall wipe away all tears from their eyes ; 
and there shall be no more death, neither 
sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be 
any more pain : for the former things are 
passed away." 

What a delightful picture is here repre- 
sented ! and how different from the pre- 
sent state of the church. She is now 
indeed in the wilderness, yet the days are 
approaching when, as it is said, " as 



82 CONVERSATION III. 

the bridegroom rejoiceth over the bride, 
so shall thy God jrejoice over thee»" In 
the twelfth chapter of the Revelation^ the 
church is described as having escaped 
into the wilderness, where she is nourished 
and saved front the serpent, which ** cast 
out of his mouth water as a flood, that he 
might cause her to be carried away/' but 
that was not possible, because greater is 
He that is for her, than he that is against 
her. The flood means perseciitioiis, which 
are swallowed up, the earth opening her 
mouth for that purpose. The Lord is an 
ever present help in every time of need. 
David says, ** What time I am l^fraid, I 
will trust in thiee." He can, tad dc^ift 
deliver his people out of " the dee{> 
waters." The water-flood shall hot over- 
flow them. When permitted to rush 
down like a torrent upon the ungodly, the 
Overwhelming element will Acknowledge 
Almighty power, and be flestrained before 
it come too near to his chosen. ** tlie 
waters saw thee, O God, the waters saW 
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thee; they were afraid: the depths also 
were troubled." " The mountaius saw 
thee, and they trembled : the overilowmg 
of the water passed by, the deep uttered 
his voice, and lifted up faia hands on 
high." " He sent from above, he took 
me ; he drew me out of many waters," is 
the experience of many a tried servant 
of God, who endured his fatherly correc- 
tion for a time, and was thereby given to 
see the peaceable fruit of righteousness. 

Dear papa, it is a great blessing when 
chastisement has that effect upon us. 

No doubt of it, my love, " Happy is 
the man whom God correcteth," " For 
whom the Lord ioveth, he chasteneth ; 
even as a father the son in whom he 
delighteth." " He maketh sore, and 
bindeth up: he woundeth, and his hands 
make whole. He shall deliver thee in 
six troubles: yea, in .seven there shall no 
evil touch thee. In famine he shall 
redeem thee from death : and in war from 

! power of the sword. Thou sbalt be 
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\ 



S4 CONVERSATfON III. 

{lid from the Buonrg« of the tongne; 
neither shalt thou be afraid of destructioB 
when it cometh." 

In the thirty-first Psalm, papa, it is 
said, "Thou shalt keep them secretly ift 
a pavilion from the strife of tongues." 
And in Isaiah liv. " No weapon that il 
formed against thee shall prosper; and 
every tongue that shall rise against thee 
in judgment tliou shalt condemn. Thift 
is the heritage of the servants of the 
Jjord, and their righteousness is of me, 
saith the Lord." 

The simile still holds good, Georgiana. 
A father who loves his child corrects him, 
as knowing that " the rod and reproof 
give wisdom." And that " a child left 
to himself bringeth his mother to shame ;" 
foolishness being " bound up in his heart," 
the rod of correction is necessary to drive 
it out. "Correct thy son, and he shall 
give thee rest ; yea, he shall give delight 
unto thy soul." " He that spareth the 
rod, hateth his son ; but he that lovetk 
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Rim, chasteneth him betimes." " With- 
hold not correction from the child : for 
if thou beatest him with the rod, he shall 
not die. Thou shalt beat him with a rod, 
and shalt deliver his soul from bell." All 
these passages describe the loving correc- 
tions of a father, who takes the punish- 
ment of his beloved child into his own 
hands, but would not give him over to the 
stripes of another. It is a proof of the 
love of God when he chastens his chil- 
dren ; and of his anger when he withdraws 
it. " Why should you be stricken any 
more, ye will revolt more and more ? " 
" Thou hast stricken them, but they have 
not grieved ; thou hast consumed them, 
but they have refused to receive correc- 
tion : tiey have made their faces harder 
than a rock : they have refused to 
return." They were invited, "Turn you 
at my reproof." " Because I have called, 
and ye refused ; I have stretched out my 
hand, and no man regarded ; but ye have 
jpught all my counsel, and would 
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none of my reproof: I also will laugh at 
your calamity ; I will mock when your 
fear cometh." Again it is said, ** They 
refused to hearken, and pulled away the 
shoulder, and stopped their ears that they 
should not hear. Yea, they have made 
their hearts as an adamant stone, lest 
they should hear the law, and the words 
which the Lord of hosts has sent in his 
Spirit by the former prophets ; therefore 
came a great wrath from the Lord of 
hosts. Therefore is it come to pass, 
that as he cried, and they would not hear ; 
so they cried, and I would not hear, saith 
the Lord of hosts : but I scattered them 
with a whirlwind among all the nations 
whom they knew not. Thus the land 
was desolate after them, that no man 
passed through nor returned: for they 
laid the pleasant land desolate." Again» 
it is said of Jerusalem, '^ She obeyed not 
the voice ; ^he received not correction ; 
she trusted not in the Lord; she drew 
not near to her God." 
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I It has been truly observed, thiit afflic- 

tions never leave us as they find us ; and 
that, if we are uot the better, we are the 
_l worse for them. 

JH^ David, papa, was enabled to say, that 
I^Htiii faithfulness God had afflicted him." 
Yes, Georgiana, and David said also, 
that it was g'ood for him to have been 
afflicted. " Every one that is perfect shall 
be as his master." Was ever sorrow like 
his sorrow, who was laden with the ini- 
quity of us all ? " The chastisement of our 
peace was upon hira, and with his stripes, 
(not our own) we are healed." " For 
the transgression of my people was he 
stricken." And to redeem us " from the 
curse of the law, he was made a curse for 
us." He took upon him our nature ; he 
had a feeling of our infirmities; and was 
tempted in all points like as we are, yet 
without sin. We are told that he suffered 
being tempted. He was the servant of 
servants. His humiliation was deeper 
and lower than we can conceive, and all 
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this he submitted to for the sake, not of 
his friends, not of those who loved him, 
but of his enemies ; of those who Imted 
and acofled at him. And oh ! what an 
example of resignation was his! " The 
cup which my Father hath given me, shall 
I not drink it I" It was a cup of sorrow 
without one sweet ingredient to alleviate 
its bitterness. He drank it to the dregs. 
He was, indeed, a man of sorrows and 
acquainted with grief. It is hardness 
of heart and unbelief which makes us 
wish for a different lot. Prosperity is a 
dangerous rock, against which many a 
frail bark has foundered. It is a pinnacle 
on which Satan is very fond of placing 
his votaries. But in the furnace of afllic- 
tion the Lord chooses his people. He 
knows their soul in adversity. " You 
only have I known of all the families on 
earth, therefore I will punish you for all 
your iniquities." We must, my dear 
child, pass through the cloudy valley on 
our way to glory ; but the Sun of Right- 
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eoasaess " tnrneth the shadow of death 
into the morning." The believer's pas- 
sage from this life to life eternal is not 
darkened, it is but shadowed for a moment, 
before the everlasting day dawneth, and 
the shadows flee for ever : and even for 
that small moment they are not forsaken ; 
Jesus is with them ; his rod and liis staff 
supports and carries them through. He 
is the all-prevailing conqueror, and the 
last enemy sinks powerless under his 
invincible arm : he alone, whose strength 
is Jehovah's, can bring his people " out 
of darkness, and the shadow of death, and 
break their bonds in sunder." 

The scripture abounds in beautiful 
similes, papa. The Lord's " choosing his 
people in the furnace of affliction," brings 
to my recollection what is said in Malacht 
on the same subject. " He is like a 
refiner's fire, and like fuller's soap. And 
be shall ait as a refiner and purifier of 
silver : and he shall purify the sons of 
Levi, and purge them as gold and silver. " 
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And in Zechariah, Georgiana, we find a 
similar passage. " And I will bring tlie 
third part through the fire, and will 
refine them as silver is refined, and will 
try them as gold is tried." We shall see 
the beauty of this much more clearly by 
observing the process of refining metals. 
When pnt into the hands of the work* 
man, they are in a very rough unpoif 
lisfaed state; but he puts them into thdl 
furnace, and sits by, watching them closeijS 
lliat too much fire may not damage then^ 
while he continues refining until all thi^ 
dross is cast away, and the unmixed silver 
or gold remains; which he never pro* 
Bounces thoroughly purified, until he cao 
see the reflection of his own face in it* 
" And I will turn iny hand upon thee^ 
and purely purge away thy dross, aoJ! 
lake away all thy tin." While passing 
through the burning fiery furnace, the 
Lord never loses sight of his people. 
His watchful eye is over them, and he 
will not lay upon them more than they _ 
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are able to bear. In our natural state 
we are far from reflecting back his image. 
We are rude, and rough, and unpolished; 
altogether unlike a God of purity and 
holiness ; but he does not leave ua as he 
found us ; " He sits as a refiner of sil- 
ver," and by his Holy Spirit works the 
marvellous change ; and we are so illu- 
mined "as with open face to behold as 
in a glass, the glory of the Lord, and are 
changed into the same image, from glory 
to glory, as by the Spirit of the Lord." 
Then we reflect back the light and the 
glory we have received. " God, who 
commanded the light to shine out of dark- 
ness, hath shined in our hearts, to give 
the light of the knowledge of the glory 
of God in the face of Jesus Christ." As 
the hard metal is melted, so does he soften 
the adamantine heart. " Is not my word 
like as a fire ? saitb the Lord ; and like a 
hammer that breaketh the rock in pieces ? '' 
It Is a great mercy, papa, when any 
means succeed in bringing us to the Lord. 
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If any other meuns would answer we 
maybe assured that a God of love would 
□ot use the rod. Mercy is the attribute 
in which he delighteth, and he " comes out 
of his place" to punish. Our sins ure that 
boisterous waves which buffet ua. Yet 
we see Jesus trampling them down, and 
we hear his encouraging voice, " It is I^: 
be not afraid." He is our rock, one 
refuge, our haven of rest. " The name- 
of the Lord is a strong tower; the riglH 
teous runneth into it, and is safe." i 

I thiuk, papa, that it is an inexhausti- 
ble subject of wonder and praise, that the 
great and glorious God, against whom we 
are continually sinning in thought, word, 
and deed, should be our only refuge : a 
criminal would if possible escape from his 
judge ; but here our Judge is our hiding 
plac 

In vain would the guilty seek safety 
elsewhere, Georgiana ; every other refuge 
fails. We cannot screen ourselves from 
his vengeance, whose eyes ruu to and froj 
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' ttrer the whole earth ; its deepest dena 
and caves canoot conceal ns. In vain 
would we run " into the clefts of the 
rocks, and into the tops of the ragged 
rocks, for fear of the Lord, and for the 
glory of his majesty, when he ariseth to 
shake terribly the earth." The consum- 
ing fire of his wrath will search every 
crevice, and cranny, and " refuge of lies." 
In the deep waters there is no safety, for 
" the aea shall give up the dead which 
are in it." We cannot flee from our 
Judge, but we are invited to flee to him 
to find a " strong refuge." Jesus stands 
with open arms to receive and shield us. 
Jesus has done all, cancelled our debt, 
paid our ransom, blotted out the hand- 
writing of God against us, and provided 
our covering. The robe of his righteous- 
ness is not folded up, it is an open gar- 
ment, with which he meets the returning 
prodigal, to cast it round him. No iron 
bar can close heaven's gate ; Jesus is the 
way, and Jesus is the door by which all 
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his flock have free admittance. "They 
shall come in and out and find pasture." 
In types and shadows this way of salva- 
tion was revealed to the prophets of old. 
by whom the faithful record is transmit- 
ted to us for whom Christ came in the 
flesh, to perfect for ever all them who 
believe. And now the new dispensation 
takes place of the old. The ark is pulled 
down ; the cities of refuge are no more ; 
the sprinkling of the blood of bulls and 
goats is abolished, for it is not possible 
that such sacrifices could take away sin. 
They were but the shadow of good things to 
come, our sanctiflcation required a holier, 
more perfect ofl^ering ; therefore, God J 
himself prepared a body ; and through the J 
one offering of Jesus Christ Ae hath "per-f 
fected for ever them that are sanctified ;' 
and has made with ns a new covenant J 
sure and stedfast^— no longer binding um 
to do the works of the law as a means d 
salvation, but bidding us " believe in tn 
IJord Jesus Christ and thou shalt be t 
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*-Ted." He "magnified the law and mode 
it honourable," by having fulfilled for us, 
all which it enacts^ and we have his 
infallible word and promise, of which the 
Holy Ghost is our witness, that he will 
put his laws in our hearts, and in our 
minds he will write them ; and our sins 
and iniquities will he remember no more ; 
and when remission is full and complete, 
there is no more offering for sin. No 
atonement for weak insufiicient human 
nature to make. We are chosen in 
him, and perfected in him, who was the 
" Lamb slain before the foundation of the 
world." 

This subject reminds me of a little 
anecdote which Mrs. St. George related 
to us when we visited her in town, after 
her return from the country, where, as I 
have often beard her say, she enjoys her 
summers exceedingly, because in every 
little plant and fiower she can trace the 
hand of omnipotence, as well as in the 
uider works of creation ; and she finds 
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g7eat pleasure in spiritualizing every little 
passing occurrence. 

What was tbe anecdote, Georgiana I 
In one of her solitai'j walka, a beauti- 
ful little bird attracted her observation; 
it seemed in such an extacy of enjoyment, 
while perched upon a spray, warbling 
forth its sweetest notes ! Suddenly s 
hawk appeared hovering over it ; and the 
little songster took flight, pursued by 
its enemy, swift of wing. Mrs. St. 
George watched in breathless anxiety, 
feeling her inability to rescue the bird, 
whom she expected every moment to see 
in the talons of the hawk ; it flew from 
one side to the other, and round and 
round, til! giddy and exhausted, it dropped 
panting upon a rock. The hawk, sure of 
its prey, was in the very act of pouncing, 
when the bird perceived a small crevice 
and escaped into it, and its disappointed 
enemy sought it in vain. I need not tell 
you, papa, how dear Mrs. St. George 
spiritualized this little adventure, whic^ 



w^ 



CONVERSATION III. 47 

she could scarcely recount vrithout tears, 
so intense were her feelings. 

It was indeed, my dear, a beautiful 
illustration. " I will put thee in the cleft 
of the rock." " God himself is the rock 
of my refuge." He alone is the shield, 
the sanctuary and exceeding great reward 
of his people. No prowling enemy, no 
" roaring lion going about seeking whom 
he may devour," nor all the powers of 
earth and hell combined, can snatch a 
sheep out of the great Shepherd's fold. 
They are hedged round about and secured, 
as Noah was in the ark, when " the Lord 
shut him in," and lifted him, and those 
who were with him, above the waves 
which overwhelmed the guilty world and 
all which was found therein. 

Christ is indeed the man spoken of by 
the prophet Isaiah, who is to His people, 
" as an hiding place from the wind, and a 
covert from the tempest ; as rivers of 
water in a dry place, as the shadow of a 
jpceat rock in a weary land." 
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Dear papa, I should suppose that none 
who have not traversed dry and burning: 
sandy deserts (which may truly be called 
a " weary land") can thoroughly conceive 
the rest and refreshment to be produced 
by cool " rivers of water," and the over- 
shadowing influence of a great rock. 

Such a wilderness would this world be 
to the flock of Christ, if he were not their 
" tabernacle, for a shadow in the daytime 
from the heat, and for a place of refuge, 
and for a covert from storm and rain." 

While the father and daughter were 
thus expatiating on a subject which is 
indeed ineshaustible, the sun became ob- 
scured by a black cloud, and soon after- 
wards a sudden flash of lightning, accom- 
panied by a loud clap of thunder, made 
Georgiana start from her seat, exclaim- 
ing. Oh 1 papa, had we not better remove 
to a greater distance from these rocks 
and trees, which may attract the 
Bing. 

I think not, Georgiana, he answt 
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&r even dow heavy drops of rain begin to 
fall, by which we shall be drenched if we 
leave our shelter ; let us remember the 
subject of our conversation, and the 
power which rules and directs the 
storm. It bursts now with fury over our 
heads, and we are hut scaotily protected 
from its effects ; not one ray of sun- beam 
cheers the dark aad lowering atmosphere. 
Let «s, therefore, instead of leaving, keep 
the closer to the rock, whilst we reflect 
on the benefits of the tempest. Do yon 
not now feel the presence of God ? Is it 
not a most consoling assurance, that the 
wind and the rain obey his word 1 that he 
is at this very moment directing the 
storm to fertilize and refresh the earth : 
not a blast blows, nor a drop of rain des- 
cends, but with some commission of bene- 
ficence, and the shower of blessing will be 
succeeded by the balmy freshness of its 
effects. See it now passing off. Behold 
the light which bursts from behind the 
d^k clouds. How splendid the contrast 
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between that glorious sun and the black 
clouds as they roll off ! Whilst we gaze, 
let us remember always that there is a 
very bright light behind the darkest and 
densest cloud. So it is in our journey 
through life ; clouds of sorrow often assail 
us, but they all vanish before the bright- 
ness of ** that light which lighteth every 
man that cometh into the world." 




That indeed, paps, was a resplendent 
brightness whicU remoTed the thick dark- 
ness onder which St. Paul laboured, 
when he persecuted the church of Christ 
even " unto the death, binding and de- 
livering into prison both men and women." 
By a miraculous interposition in his 
favour, Georgiana, the scales fell from bis 
eyes : and the glorious truth not only en- 
lightened his understanding, but touched 
his heart, when it was given him to be- 
lieve, that " God so loved the world that 
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he gave his only begotten Son, that who- 
Hoever believeth in him should not perish, 
but have everlasting life." Marvellous 
indeed was the sacrifice, which infinite 
Almightylove could alone devise to rescue 
fallen man. 



wQiId from Boueht— 



In contemplating the numerous benefits 
we derive from the sun, papa, our thoughts 
have a wide field to range through. When 
the wintry season passes away, the face 
of nature is revived by its influence. The 
insects are roused from their stupid torpor, 
and are seen in busy motion providing for 
their future wants and enjoyments. The 
leaves and flowers again decorate their 
forsaken branches ; the songs of the little 
birds again warble through the groves, 
and dulness and gloom give place to 
brightness, and beauty, and animatioi^: 
for spring is truly a joyous seasc 
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Thoa seDdest fortL thy spirit, they are 
aud thou renewest the face of the 
th." 

Every exhilarating' object calls loudly 
ttpon as, my daughter, to join the univer- 
9a1 song of praise ; and even while our 
Jtongues are silent, with our hearts let us 
make melody to the Lord. Whilst we 
regard the sun as the author and finisher 
of the delightful renovation produced at 
this season of the year, let us further 
reflect on the cold, dismal, dark state in 
which this blooroing world would be 
involved, if deprived of its fertilizing and 
cheering beams. Where would be our 
.verdant fields i Where the rich foliage 
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which embowers the trees ? Where the 
balmy fragrance wafted througli the air 
by a numberless variety of sweet-scented 
flowers! Where the velvet lustre of their 
glowing colours ? Where the harmoniouB 
melody which swells upon every breeze I 
Where the corn, and wine, and oil which 
sustain us f Where the cheerful light of 
morning to dispel the mists and shadows of 
night! There would be a oniveraal still* 
ness, and deadness, and darkness. Ns 
returning day ; no gladdening spring ; no 
blooming summer; no mellow autiunnb^ 
Uninterrupted gloom would overshadow 
the desolate world. Imagine, if you caB» 
the dreariness, and solitude, and horrible 
gloom of an eternal winter, uncheered by 
even an indistinct ray from a single sun- 
beam I The human mind revolts from an 
image so terrific, yet such a state of 
things but faintly pourtrays " the black- 
ness of darkness" in which the miserable 
soul is involved, on whom tlie Sun 
righteousness never shines ; therefoi 
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^pfeiy beloved child, whilst we praise God 
I fijT temporal mercies poured without 
measure into our full cup ; let us much 
more praise him for the light of that sun 
which will never go down, and for the 
glory of that grace which renews us in 
the spirit of our mind, and by which we 
are saved with au everlasting salvation. 

The renewal of all things at this season 
of the year ought to remind us of that 
new birth without which, as onr Lord 
told Nicodemus, a man " cannot see the 
kingdom of God," " And you hath he 
quickened who were dead in trespasses 
and sins." And again, " Awake thou 
that sleepest, and arise from the dead, 
and Christ shall give thee light." The 
unawakened sinner may justly be compared 
to the seed in the ground before it has 
taken root. The wintry season with its 
rent and withered garments must pass 
away, and all nature's productions spring 
into newness of life. So must the Chris- 
tian be stripped of the filthy rags of his 



own rig-hteousness, tliat he may be arrayed 
in a new und spotless robe. " Old things 
must pass away, and all things become 
new." When the seed takes root down- 
ward, it throws off its old covering, before 
it shoots upward a new and flourishing 
plant, which still requires to be warmed 
by the sun, and fanned by the breeze, and 
refreshed and nourished by the shower to 
ensure its vigorous growth, that it may 
bud, and blossom, and bear fruit. Thus 
it must be with the Christian, in whose 
heart the good seed is sown ; grace must 
prepare the ground, the sun of righteous- 
ness must warm and soften it ; the Holy 
Spirit must breathe into it a quickening 
influence ; and the dew of heaven must 
nourish its growth, when it " strikes root 
downward, before it can bear fruit up- 
ward." " I will be as the dew unto 
Israel ; he shall grow as the lily, and 
cast forth his roots as Lebanon. His 
branches shall spread, and his beauty 
shall be as the olive-tree, and his smell 
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ff Lebanon." In this similitude ii; des- 
cribed the flourishing tree of the Lord's 
planting ; such a tree as is known by its 
fruits ; and " such as be planted in the 
house of the Lord," 

The entire economy of nature, papa, is 
calculated to enlighten and enlarge the 
ideas of a believer. The earth's diurnal 
revolutiDn affords a daily and nightly 
warning of the unceasing journey of life ; 
of the variableness of all things here 
below ; and of the necessity that we should 
prepare to meet our God. 

The lives of all who are found in Jesus, 
Georgiana, are bound up in the bundle 
of life ; all things are ordered and sure 
concerning bis redeemed ; and by his 
decree, all things are wisely disposed, 
temporally as well as spiritually. The 
return of day and night are inconceivable 
blessings, and equally necessary for the 
comfort and well-being of all the creatures 
of God. As each part of the earth re- 
volves round the sun, the hours of dark- 



58 CONVERSATION £V. 

ness are those of nature's needful repose, 
and for refreshing coolness after heat. 
Then " the beasts of the forest creep 
forth." We lay ourselves down to sleep, 
and arise, for the Lord sustaiiisns : — again 
the same bright and beautiful object bursts 
through the gloom, and rouses us from 
our slumbers, and the prowling beasts of 
prey, hating its glare, gather themselves 
together, and lay them down in their dens, 
— ^while " man goeth forth unto his work 
and to his labour until the evening." As 
is observed by one of our commentators — 
" The light which God willed, how good is 
it ! He approved of it. If the light be 
good, how good is he who is the fountain 
of light ! God divided the light from the 
darkness ; so put them asunder, as that 
they never could be joined together or 
reconciled ; for what fellowship has light 
with darkness ? In heaven there is per- 
fect and perpetual light, and no darkness 
at all ; in hell is all darkness and no gleam 
of light. Let us acknowledge God in the 
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'^}hstaiit SHCcessiou of day and night, and 
consecrate both to his honour." 

I remember a very poetic description 
of the rising sun, papa, by Jeremy Taylor. 
" But, as wheu tlie sun, approaching 
towards the gates of the morning, first 
opens a little eye of heaven, and sends 
away the spirits of darkness, and gives 
light to a cock, and calls np the lark to 
matins, and by and by gilds the fringes 
of a. cloud, and peeps over the eastern 
hills, thrusting out his golden horns, like 
those which decked the face of Moses 
when he was forced to wear a veil, because 
himself had seen the face of God ; and 
still while a man tells the story, the sun 
gets up higher till he shews a fair face, 
and a full light, and then he shines one 
whole day, under a cloud often, and some- 
times weeping great and little showers, 
uud sets quickly ; so is a man's reason and 
his life." 

The sun, Georgiana, is that beauty of 
heaven which gives light to the rolling 
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plunets in tlieir orbits. The snn; 
inoon, and all tlie revolving orbs wbii 
glitter in the spangled firmament 
heaven, are under the control of th» 
Almighty Creator, At his word thi 
stand still, tind the planets are stopped 
their course. 

As is recorded by Joshua, papa, " Tl 
sun stood still in the midst of heaven, ai 
hasted not to go down about a whole da 
And there wan no day like that, before i 
or after it, that the Lord hearkened nn 
the voice of a man." It could not ha' 
been the sun, papa, but the whole plan 
tary system which was stopped. 

The same miraculous power whieh cr 
ated at the beginning, could, with equ 
facility, delay and uphold the planets 
their course, my dear. The potent con 
mand was issued, " in the sight of Israt 
Sun, stand thou still upon Gibeon, ai 
thou, moon, in the valley of Ajiilon : at 
the sun stood still, and the moon stayed ; 
to the utter coni^terQatiou of the Caiiaa> 
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itish nations ; whose principal deities were 
the sun, moon, and heavens, or air ; to 
whose care they committed their country ; 
and to whose power they attributed their 
success in war. They now found that 
these objects of their idolatrous worship, 
through the all-powerful mandate of the 
God of Israel, conspired in aid of their 
overthrow, when the darkened air or 
heavens poured down heavy hail-stones 
to avenge the cause of his people ; for 
" they were more which died with the 
hailstones than they whom the children 
of Israel slew with the sword." These 
very objects in themselves declare the 
grandeur of the power which formed 
them. " Lift up your eyes on high, and 
behold who hath created these things ; that 
bringeth out their host by number ; he call- 
eth them all by their names ; by the great- 
ness of his might; for that he is strong in 
powers notonefailetb." Isa.sl.36. "The 
stars shine in their watches, and rejoice; 
when he catleth them, they say. Here we 
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be : and so with cheerfulness they show 
light unto him that made them." 

What part of the Bible is your last 
quotation taken from, papa, I do not 
recollect it. 

From Banich, one of the apocryphal 
books. In Ecclesiasticos I tiud another 
very beautiful illustration of our subject. 
" He made the moon to serve in her season, 
far a declaration of times, and a sign to 
the world. From the moon is the sign of 
feasts, a light that decreased! in her per- 
fection. The month is called after her 
name, increasing wonderfully in her 
changing, being an instrument of the 
armies above, shining in the firmament of 
heaven, the glory of the stars, an orna- 
ment giving light in the highest places 
of the Lord." 

David also says, papa, " He appointeth 
the moon for seasons : the sun knoweth 
his going down." The prophet Habakknk 
alludes in a remarkable manner to that 
strange event recorded in Joshua, "Tk«^ 
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Sun and mooti stood still in their habita- 
tion ; at the li^ht of thine iirrows they 
went, and at the shining of thy glittering 
spear." Who would dare to deny or cavil 
at any instance of the power of the Lord '. 

The Satanic suggestion by which man 
originally fell, still makes him presump- 
tuously imagine that nothing can be 
real which goes beyond his finite com- 
prehension ; — he, who is himself but as 
a worm of the earth, and knows not 
by what power he enters, or leaves the 
world, or how he is enabled to think, to 
act, to move! — All, all is a mystery which 
he can never unravel. 

I often hear people say, papa, that they 
do not know why God permitted evil ; 
yet if evil had never been permitted, the 
wonderful riches of his grace could never 
have been discovered. 

The Judge of all the earth must do 
right, Georgiana. We should always 
bear in mind that God is the sovereign 
diaposer of all, as well as the original 
G 2 
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Creator. Certaiiily.if maDhadDotsintied. 
the glory of his redemption bad neva 
been given to God. Yet God tempts no 
man ; he never infused evil into any ono^ 
but he brings good out of evil ; and for 
this holy and merciful purpose, permitted 
the evil which works together for the 
everlasting benefit of his own elect> 
See Isaiah xlv. 7, 8, 9. Evil must bo 
produced by a satanic agent ; but thip 
powerful agent could not work, if a supe- 
rior power did not give him liberty. Afteft' 
the sop Satan entered into Judas, and 
hurried him on to his own eternal destrac^ 
tion. Christ says, " Of those thou hast! 
given me I have lost none, but the son 
perdition;" who was, no doubt, one oi 
" the vessels of wrath fitted to destruo 
tion." 

Job is a striking instance, papa, o|^ 
God's having suffered Satan for a timeta 
torment his servant, for his everlastings 
benefit. 

No doubt, my dear, all things, both 
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and evit, are working together for the 
fiaal rest and happiness of the children 
of God. When the Lord permits his 
servants to be tried and buffeted, he sends 
them deliverance, and then they experi- 
ence the blessedness of " the man that 
endureth temptation : for when he is tried, 
he shall receive the crown of life, which 
the Lord hath promised to them that love 
him." Lest there should be any mistake 
OD this subject, the apostle James adds, 
" Let no mail say when he is tempted, I 
am tempted of God : for God cannot be 
tempted with evil, neither tempteth he 
any man : but every man is tempted, when 
he is drawn away of his own lust, and 
enticed. Then, when lust hath conceived, 
it bringeth forth sin : and sin, when it is 
finished, bringeth forth death." 

Christ himself, papa, was tempted. 

He was tempted, Georgiana, " in all 
points like as we are, yet without sin." 
He had a feeling of all our infirmities, 
.because He look upon himself our very 
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nature. Yel, "that holy thing" whid 
the angel announced to the Virgin Mai 
should be born of her, though tempted^ 
remained spotless, because He was, a 
is God himself, and it is not possible tha^ 
the holy God, who is purity itself, could 
sin. He is perfect, and unchangeable, 
holiness being amongst his brightest 
and most beautiful attributes, and the 
one in which his people most delight and 
glory: he makes them understand that 
without his holiness no man shall see the 
Lord : covered with that white robe, they 
know that they shall stand before their 
Almighty Judge, perfect even as he is 
perfect. 

By being'perfect in Christ, papa, do 
you mean to say that he having com- 
pletely fulfilled the law for us, we have 
nothing more to do witli it ? Why then is 
it given, if not as a rule for our conduct J 

Let us keep as close as we can to the 
scripture, Georgiana, " By the law is the 
knowledge of sin." The law is given to 
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convince us that we have broken it, and 
that by it we are altogether condemned. 
" It was added because of transgression." 
" The law entered, that the offence might 
abound. But where sin abounded, grace 
did much more abound." Through the 
infirmity of the flesh, the law cannot 
rule us, therefore, it becomes our school- 
master, to hand us over to Christ, who 
ruleth the hearts of his people. Paul says, 
" I do not frustrate the grace of God: 
for if righteousness come by the law, then 
Christ is dead in vain." Some persons 
speak of the law, as if they thought that 
something of their own must be added to 
Christ's work. But, " If there had been 
a law given which could have given life, 
verily righteousness should have been by 
the law." We are told that if" we be led 
by the Spirit, we are not under the law." 
The true followers of God, worship him 
in spirit and in truth. " Not in the letter, 
for the letter killeth, but the Spirit 
muketh alive." Submitting themselves 
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to be wholly governed and guided by the 
Spirit which dwells id them ; they have 
no coofideDce in the flesh ; and counting 
all things but loss for the excellency of 
the knowledge of Christ Jesus, their Lord 
and their God, they disclaim the Phari*- i 
saical righteousness which is of the \aw$ I 
and cling and cleave to that righteousuew ■ 
which is apprehended by faith in Jesus 
Christ, " according to the working 
whereby he is able even to subdue all 
things unto himself;" and in his perfec- 
tion, being perfect, they press toward the 
prize of the high calling iu Christ Jesus. 
By that liberty wherewith Christ bath 
made thera free, they aie enabled to go on 
their way rejoicing; being assured that 
" the reproach of Egypt is rolled away" — 
their fetters are broken ;— they are released 
from bondage ; — ^being made free, they 
are free indeed, and have entered " into 
the glorious liberty of the children of 
God." " Let as walk by the same rule, 
let us mind the same Ihing ;'' for. 
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that faith is come, we are no longer under 
a schoolmaster," no longer under the law, 
but under grace. The law can bring no 
charge against us, our Surety having 
fulfilled all its enactments. " Who shall 
lay any thing to the charge of God's elect ? 
It is God that juslilieth : who is he that 
condemneth!" Our inheritance is pur- 
chased, and we, who are " the children 
of God by faith in Christ Jesus," may 
claim it by right. 

I understand now, papa, better than 
I ever did before, the beginning of the 
fifth chapter of Romans. " Being jus- 
tified by faith, we have peace with 
God, through our Lord Jesus Christ." 
This peace Paul fully experienced, or 
he could never have described it so 
accurately. 

" The secret of the Lord is with those 
who fear him." " It is a joy with which 
a stranger intermeddleth not." Such a 
" peace as passetb the understanding" 
<rf'an unbeliever. 
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And of a believer also, I thinks papa, 
for surely he cannot tell how this work is 
brought about in him. Ail he ean be 
sure of is, that he had no part in it him- 
self. ** The wind bloweth where it listeth, 
and thou hearest the sound thereof, but 
canst not tell whence it cometh, and 
whither it sroeth : so is every one that is 
bom of the Spirit.- 

Th^ promises of God, are indeed aU 
yea and amen, to those who are bom 
of the Spirit; they are privileged to 
rejoice in the Lord alway, believing the 
promise of Sovereign love. " With ever^ 
lasting kindness will I have mercy on 
thee, saith the Lord thy Redeemer. For 
the mountains shall depart, and the hills 
be removed, but my kindness shall not 
depart from thee, neither shall the oove- 
nant of my peace be removed, saith the 
liord that hath mercy on thee." Here 
is the only ground of hope for sinners. 
While dwelling in the flesh they must 
feel its burdens, and groan under its 
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" tnfinnities : yet they walk not after it, 
but after the Spirit which is in them. 
There are two principles always active, 
and always at variance, the carnal mind, 
at enmity with God, and the spiritual 
mind, which delights in the law of God. 
These two being as opposite as light and 
darkness, can never be reconciled, and 
the warfare which is maintained is unceas- 
ing^ thus it is that "the kingdom of 
heaven euffereth violence, and the violent 
take it by force, for stronger is he that is 
for us, than he that is against us. The 
captain of our salvation will at last put 
all things under his feet. Jesus is the 
shepherd of his flock. His watchful eye 
is always over them, He fights their 
battles. They shall never perish, neither 
shall any pluck thetn out of his hands. 
All that the Father hath given him, he 
will bring with him." 

It was tliat fearful struggle, papa, 
described by St. Paul, " the inward man 
which delighted in the law of Godj and 
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another law in the members warring 
against the law in the mind," which con- 
strained him to cry out, " O wretched 
man that I am ! who shall deliver me 
from the body of this death?" 

It would appear, Georgiana, that the 
apostle was almost in despair, until the 
spirit of liberty enabled him to Euiswer 
rejoicingly, " I thank God through Jesus 
Christ our Lord," in whose power he fel^ I 
himself to be more than conqueror. " Tfai 
law of the spirit of life iu Christ Jesw 
has made liim free from the law of sin 
and death," and now the cry of despair is 
changed into acclamations of joy and 
gladness: " I will greatly rejoice in tb^l 
Lord, my soui shall be joyful in my GodiT 
for he hath clothed me with the garmenU 
of salvation, he hath covered me with the 
robe of righteousness." The saints of the 
Lord are invited to shout for joy, yea to 
shout aloud, for gi-eat is the price at which 
they are redeemed ; and deep is the hole 
of the pit from whence they have been 
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digged. They are privileged to rejoice 
evermore, even though exercised by 
manifold temptations, for which they are 
given to see that there is " a need be," 
aud that they shall last but for a season. 
It is a trial of faith much more precious 
than gold ; — much more for the advantage 
of those who are exercised thereby, than 
any golden treasure could, purchase. 
Believing in him " whom not having 
seen they love," they " rejoice with joy 
unspeakable, and full of glory." Their light 
affliction was but for a moment, and is 
succeeded by triumphs of joy ; having 
received the spirit of adoption, whereby 
they cry Abba, Father ; and being sons, 
God has sent the spirit of his Son into 
their hearts. No longer slaves under 
bondage ; they are freed-men, sons, and 
beirs of God ; joint heirs with, and through 
Christ. Here is the true work of faith ; 
the gospel coming, " not in word only, 
but also in power, and in the Holy Ghost, 
and ™ much assurance." Which word, 
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though received in outward alUiction, is 
accompanied with inward joy of the Holy 
Ghost. 

The people of God ought indeed to 
rejoice with joy unfeigned, A repining dis- 
position dishonours and grieves his Holy 
Spirit. The repeated murmurings of the 
Israelites drew down heavy judgments 
upon them. " Because thou servest not 
the Lord thy God with joyfulness, and 
with gladness of heart, for the abundance 
of all; therefore shalt thou serve thine 
enemies which the Lord shall send against 
thee, in hunger, and in thirst, and in 
nakedness, and in want of all; and he 
shall put a yoke of iron upon thy neck, 
nntil he have destroyed thee." 

These are awful denunciations. May 
the Lord avert such from our nation in 
general, and from ourselves individually. 
May he make us willing in the day of his 
power, to do whatsoever we do to his 
glory : still looking to, and trusting in him 
who giveth us all things richly to enjoy. 




What ia to be tlie subject of our con- 
versation this moraing? said the fond 
father, as he felt the gentle pressure of 
his daughter's arm, which be drew within 
his own at the commencement of their 
walk. 

I ought to ask you that question, 
dearest papa ; there are so many subjects 
which aredeeply interesting, and concern- 
ing which my stock of information is stiil 
very limited. The science of astronomy, I 
know, as a female, 1 can but slightly scan ; 
yet I cannot look upwards and behold the 
sun, and the moon walking in her bright- 
ness, and the shining orbs which stud the 
L H 3 ^H 
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clear canopy of heaTen, witiiout exclaim- 
ing with DaTid, '' When I consider thy 
heayensy the work of thy fingers^ the moon 
and the stars, which thou hast ordained ; 
what is man that tfaoa art mindful of him ! 
and the son of man that thon yisitest him !" 

It is, and ever must be a sabject ef 
admiration and praise, as indeed, every 
Christian experiences, although none can 
c<»nprehend its vastness. 

Has it ever been ascertained, papa, 
of what materials the great body of the 
sun is composed I 

That is a discovery, Geoigiana, which 
I should think must for ever baffle the 
powers of the telescope, and every other 
device which the genius of man can in- 
vent. The opinion once received of its 
being a globe of fire, is discarded, and it 
is now supposed to be an opaque sub- 
stance involved in a luminous atmosphere 
extending far and wide through the sur* 
rounding space. 

Within which atmosphere, papa, tb^ 
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' eleven planets with their eighteen sat- 
ellites revolve round him. I am not 
surprised at the idolatrous heathen having 
chosen so glorious an object as the sun 
for their deity ; especially while they 
experienced the incalculable benefits which 
are derived from his influence. If the 
sun be not a great fire, as was supposed, 
from whence proceeds the intense heat of 
his rays I 

What covers the tops of the highest 
mountains, Georgiana ? 

Snow, papa. It is not so long since I 
crossed Mount Cenia, but that lean well 
remember its inaccessible snow-capped 
heights, dazzling, yet never dissolving by 
the sun-beams i neither can I forget the 
intense heat we experienced at the foot 
of that alpine mountain, nor the striking 
contrast between the eternal winter which 
reigned above and the rich valley below, 
clothed in waving fields of ripened corn 
and vines bent down with their loaded 
branches. As well a.s I can recollect. 
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pafB, iW ha^ «C that Bovntain l/ 
o^« EST it b I 



k are accessible : 
exea at tlttthdgktveveresiirrounclei 
fields irf'sMrr. IftfceHiBwerea^reatb 
of fire, would not its laflBeBce be stron 
on the keighls than in tbe vallevs I 

That I sbonld tkink, papa, is incoa 
vertible ; yet bow is tbe beat of the 
accounted for I 

You must studv cbemistry, Georgia 
you will tlien comprehend how heat 
be produced by the mixture of flaids 
in themselTes hot. 

Though I know very little yet of 1 
science, I have seen such mixtures ( 
duce such effects. I have often amu 
myself with little experiments, such 
striking flint and steel together to wi 
the sparks of fire they emitted, 
making cold water hot by throwing i 
it some quick-lime. 

Yet (here was no fire or heat u 
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one of these bodies wben separate. It is 
supposed that the sun's heat is produced 
by his coniutg in contact with the atmos- 
phere of the planets. Calorie, or ele- 
mentary fire, is the name given by 
chemists to that property, which combined 
with, or passing' to, various hodies, pro- 
duces heat. The light and heat of the 
sun are conjectured to proceed from 
gaseous combustibles. 

That being the case, papa, those dis- 
tant planets which we imagined must be 
iu such a deplorable state from excessive 
cold, may be as warm as ourselves, and 
the .springs and rivers in Mercury and 
Venus may be always frozen instead of 
boiling. 

Certainly those nearer planets may not 
possess the property of attracting as much 
heat as subsists in our atmosphere, and 
may consequently experience a degree of 
cold much more intense. 

How is it known, papa, that the sun is 
an opaque body ! 
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From his immense distance, the obst 
vations of astronomers are liable to maii;f 1 
mistakes. Herschel thinks tlint the f 
may be a habitable globe surrounded b^J 
an atmosphere entirely occupied byj 
lumiuoiis clouds which, being occasioinJ 
ally wafted by the winds, leave openii^ 
through which the dark body of the s 
can be discerned. These openings, 
conceives, are the varying spots whidtv 
are seen on the sun's disc. 

I read lately, papa, in some book, than 
these spots are detached bodies I 
in the snn's atmosphere. 

Their irregularity in number, magi 
tude, and continuance, renders that s 
position improbable. Some of the spot 
have at times been computed nearly 
equal the earth in dimensions, at o 
times, they are considerably diminisl 
and even disappear altogether ■ occfls 
ally forty or fifty of them have I 
visible, and sometimes, but one, or t 
so perpetually do they vary. 
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How are these spots distinguished on 
an object so dazzling to the eyes as the 

Do yoQ recollect, Georgiana, at 
Orvieto, how plainly you could discern 
an eclipse of the sun during the brightest 
part of a clear summer's day f 

Perfectly well, papa. By means of a 
smoked glass I saw clearly the dark 
body of the moon eclipsing the sun, 
as she came in between him and the 
earth. 

By placing such a glass next the eye, 
before the eye-glass of a reflecting teles- 
cope, about three feet long, the spots o» 
the sun's disc are easily distinguished. 
Still, however, as I already remarked, the 
immense distance of that luminous body, 
and the dazzling splendour by which it is 
surrounded, must necessarily render yery 
dubious and inaccurate the discoveries of 
astronomers. Of this only can we be 
certain — that it is " the great light which 
rules the day." — ^The lesser light which 
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rules the nig'ht being much nearer, £he 
observations which have been made are 
much more satisfactory. 

The moon, papa, as well as I can re- 
collect, is hut 24,000 miles distant from 
us, and the same spots are always visible on 
her disc, by which it is known that she 
presents the same face to the sun. She 
performs her double revolution roand her 
own axis, and round the earth, in the same 
period of time, that is to say, in twenty- 
nine days, and in twelve hours, which com- 
prises her day and night. 

How beautifully poetic is the descrip* 1 
tion of night in the Iliad : 



Eye tbe Una vmlt, 



ODD, nfnleenC lunp 


rf night. 


c»rBzure>preBclsbe 


Mpicd Uchl 


athdiBlorbsthjdecp 




D-erciiBts the Bolcmu 




netbeyiTidplsneK 


oU, 


mbendglWtheBtowl 


ngpole; 


ea a. ytUowET vetdni 


sbtd, 






YBlM, the rucks in pm.i«ctriKi 


bunU from oU tbe s 




wains, rejoicius id Ui 


light. 


«lt, and bios Uio luefnl Uglit.' 
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The earth must appear aa a tnoon to 
the inooD, bnt thirteen times larger. 
Her revolution being thirty times more 
rapid, her contiuents and islands resemble 
spots, which by their appearing and dis- 
appearing, must give the inhabitants of 
the moon an accurate rule for calculating 
time. 

Yes, papa, if the moon has inhabitants ; 
but we cannot be certain of any thing 
that we do not find in the sacred record. 

Very true, my love, yet we may feel 
assured that all those sparkling orbs 
which stud the vault of heaven are fulfill- 
ing this purpose decreed by their wise and 
great Creator, and are not merely sus- 
pended there as brilliants, for the admi- 
ration of feeble mortals. 

1^ ,' Vbte I beboli this goodly frame, thia world 
^E| Of heaven ttnd earth conai«tln)f, and comjiote 
^T Their ma^ltndes, thIa earth a ipuE, a enia. 



Kosnd thla o^iuxotai eirth, tkii pt 
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Of da)- and night; In aUOieir vast sun-es- 
How nature, wiie and Jrugsl, coulfl commll 




SnclitoptojKirtlona,' 








UOs her broul circle in ISe deep'nmj shades ; 




Airaj-d in glQiy, and enthron'd In Ught, 




Sweetly inconstant in her varjlng flamo. 




She changn sUU, another, yet the same 1 




Now in decreaee, by slow degrees she jhronda 




Her fading lustre in a Tcil af clouds , 


Now of increase, her gsth'ring beams diajJar 




A blaze of light, and give a paler day ^ 








Fall when she falU, and rise with ber again ; 




And o'er the deserts of the sk j unfold 




Their burning spanglee of sidereal gnid : 




mrouBb the wldeheayns she moves serenely brieh^ 








Or* aboTe oih In sweet confnsion Uea, 




And with a briEht disorder painlUie ildes.' Brook 





They are all, no doubt, what they are 
supposed to be, papa, suna, and systems, 
and worlds in number Incitlculable, and not 
to be ascertained. He who made them, 
said, " Look now toward heaven, and tell 
the stars, if thou be able to number them." 



tic, thtuidet on llie Oermon iJi 
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Recollect, Georgiana, that many of the, 
constellations retain their ancient names, 
as we find in the book of Job. " Which 
maketh Arctunis, Orion, and Pleiades," 
Job is. 9. " Canst thou bind the sweet 
infiuences of Pleiades, or loose the bands 
of Orion ? Canst thou bring forth Maz- 
zaroth in his season ? or canst thou guide 
Arcturus with his sons J " Job xxxviii. 
31, 32. 

I cannot find Mazzaroth among the 
constellations, what is the meaning of the 
word, papa '. 

It is a Hebrew term, tlie meaning of 
which is, zodiac, and zodiac means a zone 
or girdle, which encompasses the orbits 
of the planets, and the high vault of 
heaven, to the extent of about eight 
degrees on each side the ecliptic. 

The contemplation of the starry hea- 
vens is indeed of very ancient date, and 
seems to have engaged the attention of 
men long before the shepherds of the 
east made their observations. It must 
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always be a subject of deep iaterest, 
while *^ The heaTens declare the gloi^ of 
Gody and the firmament shewetfa his 
handy work» Day unto day uttereth 
speech, and night unto night sheweth 
knowledge." 

' Tbee, nature's God I 
First aouroe of all tMnga loyely, all thin g« good 1 
Thee all things own 1 — ^Thoa gpeak'st, and it is day : 
Obedient to thy nod, alternate night 
Obscures the world. The seasons at thy call. 
Succeed in train, and lead the year around.' 

These lines are very beautiful, papa, 
but how much does all human composi^ 
tion sink beneath that of divine insphra- 
tion ! 

The ancients had strange ideas res^ 
pecting eclipses ; they imagined that tiiey 
were the awful presages of most direful 
events. 

Yes, my dear. In more reeeik times, 
the natives of Mexico believed the son 
and moon to be at variance with each 
other; and the Chinese have formed ev^i a 
more whimsical supposition, that eclipses 
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ate great flying dragons, which come 
with open jaws to devour the sun and 
moon ; and to terrify the monster, they 
rattle drums and brass kettles, till they 
think lie has let go his prey. 

These cliimeras give great cause for 
thankfulness to the Christian, to whom 
light and knowledge have been given. 

The rise and fall of the waters, also, 
seemed to the ancients a prodigy in 
nature, not to be accounted for. It is 
related of their great oracle of antiquity, 
(Aristotle) that he threw himself into the 
sea, in order to follow the tide in its 
reflux, and discover where it would go, 
as every other means to find out its 
motions had failed. 

Such an experiment would avail him 
HtHe, papa. I remember reading of a more 
ludicrous fantasy of Kepler's, In one of 
his reveries, he imagined that the earth 
was a great animal, and that the flux and 
reflux of the sea was the effect of its 
breathing : that the human race are 
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among the insects vlilcli feed upon it, 
that all the plants and trees are bristles 
growing on its back, and all the seas and 
rivers are liquids circulating through its 
veins. 

All this may serve to prove, Georgiana, 
that there is no absurdity too gross for the 
unenlightened understanding of man. In 
temporal, as well as spiritual things, if 
the Lord does not remove the veil, all is 
dark and impenetrable. 

How wonderfully it was taken from Sir 
Isaac Newton, papa! 

Yes, my dear, he was indeed a chosen 
and highly- gifted instrument in the 
hands of providence, in finding out, 
and revealing the causes and efiects 
of many natural phenomena, which 
before his time were hidden from the 
researches of mortals. He clearly de- 
monstrates that the planetary attraction is 
the same principle as gravitation, and 
that to it we are indebted for the period- 
ical fiux and reflux of the tides. 
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• For HiU llie moon tbro' heai'm blue conave gUdM, 
Ana into motlan cbBrms Ih' expBDilag tidis ; 
WhUe earth impetuous round hermlen^ 
Exilla her wal'ty lono, uid niikB tliB polea.' 

I think, papa, I can repeat some lint 
on tlie same subject. 



n opnD the ebore tbe Ugg^g di 



" When he nttetstli his 
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The moon's lustre is indeed a borrowed 
one, Georgian a. 



The attraction of the particles of bodies 
for each other, is exemplified by small 
quantities of water, or other fluids, 
which, when dropped upon a flat surface, 
form themselves into spherical masses. 
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We are in a very poetic humour to-day^ 
papa, I think. 

I think so too, Georgiana ; I like to be 
able to recollect and apply the beautiful 
effusions of our celebrated poets, to the 
subjects we are upon. Now, however, it 
is time to conclude our conversation. 
Your mamma is probably waiting break- 
fast for us. 



CONVERSATION VI. 



** He vpake and it \7as done, he commanded and it stood 
still.** 



The wet weather, and visitors, have 
caused a long interruption, my dear 
child, to our conversations ; but I trust 
that the last subject we were upon has not 
passed from your recollection. 

No indeed, papa, and I have every day 
been longing to renew it ; and have been 
storing my memory with some hymns, 
which I think you will like me to repeat. 
Sometimes I feel, papa, as if the works of 
the Creator are too sublime and awful for 
my thoughts to dwell upon. '* Such 
knowledge is too wonderful for me ; it is 
high, I cannot attain unto it." 
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I* The iky'B ■ veil, the i>nlw»iil sceae 

n^xliiliiia the ouJotT wlima ; 
I Wbicb boondleM Ugit, Iho" hid behind, 
I Breakfl nat too gnat to bo coDDued- 

The hoiT'ii thy slortoiui liapreBa wear*, 

Thy image glitCcTB la the 0l«rg ; 

The flnuuDFOI, thioe high abode, 

Seems, too, the spBogled robe of God. 

'Whene'er its beauty 1 admire. 

Its nuliant elnliea direct me higher g 
. Id lUent praise tbe; fcitat to Itaee, 

All light, ell tje, in nalesCy I 

k. Tea, Lord, each ahlnlng orb iTeclitreB 
niy name in dazzling characters i 
^ Am precUnugema they flBJt their rayi, 
j^ud geem to (orm a ciowd of ptajse.' 

All that is right and necessary ; the 
oly Spirit will teach you, and gnide you 
the way of all truth, Georgiana. 
Yes, dear papa, that I believe, and 
ery study which points out Jesus to 
s as my all-sufficient Saviour, is what 
take most comfort and pleasure in. 

The heavens declare the glory of 
od," " In them hath he set a taber- 
cle for the sun, which is as a bride- 
oom coming out of his chamber, and 
joiceth as a strong man to run a race. 
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His going forth is from the end of the 
heaven, and his circuit unto the ends of 
it ; and there is nothing hid from the heat 
thereof." How beautifully the sun here 
typifies the heavenly bridegroom ! In 
his rising he sheds his glorious tight 
around the horizon, that splendid canopy 
of heaven, whose boundaries seem to 
touch and encircle this earthly ball. 

And when he sinks from our horizon, 
Georgiana, be leaves a parting train of 
light, which is called twilight; but the 
length of the days is calculated from his 
rising and setting. Here your compari- 
son fails. The sun of righteousness never 
goes down, the brightness of whose rising 
diffuses light, and life, and glory to all 
eternity. 

How very melancholy, papa, it is to 
reflect on the numbers who still sit in 
darkness and in the shadow of death, 
whose eyes are closed, and whose senses 
are shut to all the brightness and perfec- 
tions of that glorious majesty ! 



CONVBRSATION VI. U5 

It is a reflection too puinfu) for me (o 
let my thoughts dwell upon, Georgiana i 
let ua rather turn them to the subject we 
were upon. The sun siuks from our 
homoD in a flood of glory; and while, 
enraptured, we gaze upon the splendour 
of his parting rays, suddenly 'the pass- 
ing glory disappears ; — the short-lived 
beauty dies away,' and we are reminded 
of the transient aud changeable nature of 
alt terrestrial enjoyments ! 

Yes, papa, but still they are not gone, 
they are only changed ; and I think the 
variety is delightful ; there is a stillness 
and softness in the evening hour, which 
harmonizes the mind to peace, aud when 
night puts on her sable covering, beauties 
are unfolded, which the sun's brighter 
rays had eclipsed. 




CONVERSATION VI. 



In such a uight, Georgiana, tbon J 
floating worlds, and suns, and system^ 4 
which many passages of scripture declal^ 1 
that no man can number, are seen in a^l 
their sparkling splendour, revolving thnt J 
punctual rounds, 

I think I recollect some of the passages 
to which you allude, papa. The Lord 
God brought Abraham " abroad, and 
said. Look now towards heaven, and tell 
the stars, if thou be able to number them. 
And he said unto him, so shall thy seed 
be." And again, papa, the Lord, speak- 
ing to the prophet Jeremiah, said, " As 
the host of heaven cannot be numbered, 
neither the sand of the sea measured ; so 
will I multiply the seed of David." He 
also compares them with the dust of the 
earth; " spread abroad to the west, and to 
the east, and to the north, and to the 
south." Gen. xxviii. 14. 
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This, Georgiana, opens anotlier very 
delightful theme for our meditations : the 
contemplation of that countless multitude 
of the redeemed, crowding heaven's por- 
tals, who are the seed of Abraham, the 
faithful flock of Christ, purchased hy his 
blood : these are fully described in the 7th 
chapter of the Apocalypse. After having 
enumerated those of the different tribes 
of Israel, which were sealed the servants 
of God, the divine record adds, " After 
this I beheld, and, lo, a great multitude, 
which no man could number, of all nations, 
and kindreds, and people, and tongues, 
stood before the throne, and before the 
lamb, clothed with white robes, and palms 
in their hands, and crying with a loud 
voice, saying. Salvation to our God which 
sitteth upon the throne, and unto the 
Lamb." We may compare the saved 
among the tribes of Israel, which are 
numbered, to the planetary system, the 
number of which have been nearly ascer- 
tained ; and then the myrlada of stara. 
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countless as the grains of sand on the 
sea- shore, to the Dumberless throngv 
of vhom it is said, " I will also givB. 
thee for a light to the gentiles, that tho^ 
mayest be for salvation unto the < 
of the earth ; " — all these unite in loodl 
acclaim, " Blessing, and glory, 
wisdom, and thanksgiving, and honoui^' 
and power, and might, be unto our 6oA 
for ever and ever. Amen," 

God alone can number the stars, papist 
and call them all by their names. Hl| 
leadeth them out. There is another o 
parison, of which this subject may rem 
us ; in observing the- continual revoln 
tions of the heavenly bodies, we may saj^ 
in tike manner, " Oue generation pasat 
away, and another generation cometh.^ 
" The sun also ariseth, and the sun goed 
down, and basteth to the place where h 
arose." 

Very true, my dear. In all the t 
nomy of nature there is no standing stiUsi 
all are moving onward in the prescribv 
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path. The jouruey of life never slackens 
its pace. " Whate'er we do, whate'er 
we say, we're traTelling' to the grave." 

There, indeed, papa, will be the termi- 
nation of our journey, ' the bourne from 
whence no traveller returns.* I should 
like to know, what kind of star guided the 
wise men of tlie East to the place where 
our Lord was born. 

That is a point impossible to ascertain, 
but we may conjecture that it was some 
very bright and luminous appearance ; 
probably a meteor in our atmosphere of a 
star-like form, created by the Almighty 
for the express purpose of guiding the 
magians, first to Bethlehem, and then to 
the very house where the holy child lay. 
We are not led to suppose that it was a 
planet, or a comet. 

Yet, papa, God could have employed 
any of these to be his messenger. 

Certainly, my love ; to their omnipotent 
Creator all things are possible ; still, how- 
ever, he seldom disarranges bis operations 
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from their prescribed course. This star 
is mentioued ia a very remarkinble maiin^ 
by a heathen writer named Cbalcidius, 
his comment upon Plato, as foretelling the, 
descent of a God upon earth for the prei 
servatioQ of mankind^ and as causinjf 
some wUe men among the Chaldeans til 
go in search of him and pay him adoratioo; 
How beautiful is Henry Kirke White! 
hymn on this subject ! 



ThE glittering host beslad the aXy, 
One atar alone, of aU tbe tr^n, 

Cbq fix the aiDoer's wind'iliie eye. 
Hu-k '. hiirk ! to God the etioma breaka 

BdC one (lone tbe Saviour speaks 



Opce on the raeing seas I rode ; 

Tbe ocean yawa'd— Baid [ndeljr blowcd 



II mi tbe atar of Bethiebero, 
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It wu mjF guide, mj' light, my all ; 

It bade my dark forebodUieti i:caAc i 
And, ttroBgft the storm and daugef ■ tl 

It lad me to Ihe port of peue. 



I have already quoted a saying of 
Bamch, one of the apocryphal wriiera, 
and I nowrepoUect another, which I think 
equally apposite. ' The stars shine in 
their watches, and rejoice : when he call- 
eth them, they aav. Here we be ; and so 
with cheerfulness they show light unto 
him that made them.' In like manner 
Jesus calls upon his elect, " Let your 
light so shine before men, that they may 
see your gwod works, and glorify your 
Father which is in heaven." The stars 
in the firmament of heaven are called 
upon to rejoice while they reflect back 
the light which they receive from their 
Creator ; how much more should we who 
are numbered aniouj^st the Lord's chosen 
people joyfully and obediently hear his 



I 



102 CONVERSATION VI. I 

call, and g^ve out ifaat light which the sntfli 
of righteousness sheds upon us ! 1 

The coming again of our Lord in glory* i 
and calling together his elect whose names'J 
are written in heaven, is magnificently I 
described, papa, — "Then shall they see I 
the son of man coming in the clouds witk I 
great power and glory. And then shall I 
he send his angels, with a great sound of-^ 
a trumpet, and shall gather together his 
elect frpm the four winds, from the utter- 
most part of the earth to the uttermost 
part of heaven." These are all to be 
gathered together in one body, which 
shall stand " before the throne, and before 
the Lamb, clothed with white robes, and 
palms in their hands," ascribing salvatios 
to him who washed them in his blood, and j 
separated them from an ungodly world to i 
be his own peculiar people. 

The prophet Isaiafa, one would imagine, 
must have bad some bright vision of this 
congregated, countless multitude, wheo. i 
he exclaimed, " Lift up your eyes oit 1 
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liigh, and behold who hath created these 
things, that brmgeth out their host by 
number: be calleth them all by their 
names, by the greatness of his might, for 
that he is strong in power, not one faileth." 
Every effort aad invention to facilitate 
calculation, I believe, papa, has been 
in vain, to discover the number of the 
stars ? 

And always must be, Georgiana^ it 
would be just as possible to count the 
grains of sandouthesea-shore, as the stars 
in the milky way, not including other 
uebulie. 



I 



:it legiDDs Bwum onBeen, uid slog nnlieiird 



I certainly do agree with Young, 
in this particular, "An undevout astro- 
irie mad." Who can gaze upon that 
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field of etiier where are balanced r 
upon myriuds of suDsaad systems; of world 
upon worlds, insuch extent and magnitude 
that thought and comprehension is lost in the 
immen^ty, without adoring the Almighty 
power which first created and still upholds 
the vast machinery ! To look, and think, 
and say with Cowper, " My Father made 
them all." My Father, whose care is as 
much extended over my going out and 
coming in, ray lying down and rising- up, 
as it is directed to the preservation of 
those numberless spheres in their coarse. 
On this subject Chalmers is very etoqnent. 
' God never loses sight of any one thing 
he has created, and no created thing can 
continue either to be, or to act independ- 
ently of him, and then, even upon the face 
of this world, humble as it is in the great 
scale of astronomy, how widely diversified 
and how multiplied into many thousand 
distinct exercises, is the attention of God ! 
His eye is upon every hour of my exis- 
tence. His spirit is intimately p wa ea t 



CONVERSATION VI. 105 

IFith every thought of my heart. His 
inspiration gives birth to every purpose 
within me. Hia hand impresses a direc- 
tion OD every footstep of my goings. 
Every breath I inhale, is drawn by an 
energy whicli God deals out to me. This 
body, which, upon the slightest derange- 
ment would become the prey of death, or 
of woeful suffering, is now at ease, be- 
cause he at this moment is warding off 
from me a thousand dangers, and uphold- 
ing the thousand movements of its complex 
and delicate machinery. His presiding 
influence keeps by me through the whole 
current of my restless and ever-changing 
history, 

' When I walk by the way-side, he is 
along with me. When I enter into com- 
pany, amid all my forgetfulness of him, 
he never forgets me. In the silent 
watches of the night, when my eyelids 
have closed, and my spirit has sunk into 
unconsciousness, the observant eye of him 
^_^^never slumbers ia upon me^^^^^ 
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not fly from his presence. Go where I 
will, he tends me, and watches me, and 
cares for me ; and tlie same being who is 
now at work in the remotest domains of 
nature and of providence, is also at my 
right himd to eke out to me every moment 
of my being, and to uphold me in the 
exercises of all ray feelings, and of all my 
faculties." 

There is a sublimity in God's own 
word, papa, which no human composition 
can approach. 

Aod his brighioeas was »s Uie light." 

You are right, my child, we cannot 
open the sacred page without meeting 
with some such luminous passage. The 
word of God is indeed a treasure of wis- 
dom, an inexhaustible mine, — a well of 
waters whose fresh springs are continually 
flowing over. 

I greatly admire our Lord's compi 
hensive and concise manner of describi 
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Ibe care of God directed comparalively 
to the most insignificant of his works 
— " Are not five sparrows sold for 
two furtiiiugs ! and not one of them is 
forgotfen before God. But even the very 
hairs of your head are all numhered. Fear 
not, therefore, ye are of more value than 
many sparrows." And then, papa, he 
goes on so beautifully to show us how we 
ought not to be anxious about any worldly 
concerns, but to trust in him who feeds 
the ravens, and clothes the lilies of the 
field, that he will much more feed and 
clothe us, and supply all our wants, spiri- 
tual and temporal. indeed, papa, I do 
think it is very sinful not to cast all oat 
care upon God, believing that he careth 
for us. He who gave his Son to redeem 
us, will he not with him also freely give 
us all things '! Our Father in heaven gives 
his holy angels charge over us, to keep us 
in all our ways. 

You recollect, Georgiana, by whom, and 
on what occasion that proiniM was applied^ 
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Certainly I do, papa; the lemptef 
qnoted it to our Lord, who in his bumad 
nature would require protection; and af 
he identities himself with his people 
having taken upon himself the same na* 
ture, we also may claim the promise at 
our own without any presumption. Be* 
sides, papa, there are other parts of scri|t* 
ture which clearly prove that g'nardisK 
angels were exclusively appointed to direct 
and guard the steps of human beingXf 
When the children of Israel were hrougbl 
out of the land of Egypt, the Lord saul) 
" Behold, I send an angel before thi 
(even Christ himself, the messenger of tW 
new covenant) to keep thee in the way, 
and to bring thee into the place which 
I have prepared." Jesus is " the angel 
of His presence" who redeemed them; 
and whose voice he warned them to obejn 
An angel was seen walking with ShadraclC 
Meshech,' and Abednego, through the 
burning fiery furnace, whose form was 
glorious " like the Son of God;" and 
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God sent his angel to shut the lions' 
mouths when Daniel was closed up with 
them in their den. " The aa^el of the 
Lord eocampeth round about them that 
fear him, and delivereth them." When 
" Jacob went on his way, the angels of 
God met him ; and when he saw them he 
said. This is God's host." " Are they 
not all ministering spirits, sent forth to 
minister unto them who shall be heira of 
salvation.'" O, dear papa, I could not 
tell yoH ail the instances recorded. When 
Lot lingered, unwilling to leave the guilty 
city, did not the heavenly messengers lay 
hold upon his hand, and upon his wife, 
and upon his two daughters, to take them 
out forcibly? " the Lord being merciful 
to him." 

Therefore, Georgiana, we should always 
rely upon the promises of God, and never 
anticipate evil, being firmly persuaded 
that all things are working together for 
good to those whom he has called accord- 
p-iDg to his eternal purpose; — to those 
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whom he first loved, and shed his love 
abroad in their hearts by the power of 
his Holy Spirit. Though their way to 
heaven he through much tribulation, they 
will be enabled to say, " Though he slay 
me, yetwill I trust iuhim." Onr heavcDly 
Father finds it necessary, by some salu- 
tary chastisement, to bring our sin to our 
remembrance. 

It is brought to our remembrance lo 
make us hate it, and to make us love the 
Saviour, whose sufferings and sorrow 
evince how much He hates sin, while he 
loves the sinner. Sorrow brought on him 
premature age. At thirty, he appeared 
to be fifty. His face was marred, ton 
vouthful brow was furrowed; grief blan* 
ched his cheeks ; his comeliness passed^ 
away. Every childof God must also suffer 
chastisement ; bot his heaviness enduretil 
but for a night, and joy cometh in the mop« 
Qing. " Blessed is the man whom thi 

chastenest, O Lord, and teachest him o 

of thy law" — such chastisement, thougft 
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at the time " not joyous but grievous, 
after wards 'yieldeth the peaceable fruits of 
righteousness to those who are exercised 
thereby." " They that sow in tears shall 
reap in joy." " He that goeth forth and 
weepeth, bearing precious seed, shall 
doubtless come again rejoicing, bringing 
his sheaves with him." The ministers 
of the everlasting gospel of peace, are 
sent forth, bearing that precious seed, 
which they often sow in (ears, through a 
sense of their own many infirmities, and 
a fear lest it should be scattered by the 
way-side, on rocky ground, and in thorny 
places where it can find no root. Yet 
these tried, mourning souls, shall reap 
in joy ; they shall doubtless come again 
with rejoicing, bringing their sheaves with 
them. Jesus is the author and finisher 
of their faith; the fountain head of all 
their joys; the fresh spring which always 
strengthens them ; he is the brook in the 
way, from whence all who drink shall lift 
up the head. 
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By such sorrow, papa, the Lord gives 
repentance unto salvation. I think the 
expression of Paul to the Philippians is 
rather diflicult: " Work out your own 
salvation with fear and trembling." 

It is grievously misinterpreted by many 
who believe that the eternal salvation of 
the soul depends, at least in part, upon 
their own exertions ; that, however, never 
coiild have been the apostle's meaning ; 
he could not possibly exhort us to do for 
ourselves what is already done, and what 
we never could do. Salvation is not 
only applied to that which the believer 
already has, but also to that which he 
shall have at the appearing of Chrif 
when his body shall be redeemed as 
as his spirit. When Paul says, " Work 
out your own salvation," he means, go on 
to the end of your course, according to his 
own example, " I follow after, if that I 
may apprehend that for which also I am 
apprehended of Christ Jeaus." He adds. 
With fear and trembling," that is, witU 
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Tear and distrust of self, because of our 
iQsufficieDCf to take a single step of our- 
selves without foiling. " Be not high 
minded, but fear." " Let him that 
thinketh he standeth take heed lest he 
fall." We must inevitably fall if not 
" kept by the power of God through faith 
unto salvation, ready to be revealed in 
the last time. Wherein (the apostle 
adds) ye greatly rejoice, though now for 
a season, if needs be, ye are in heaviness 
through manifold temptations." 

God sends nothing to his children, 
papa, I feel quite certain, for which there 
is not a " need be;" yet those who know 
him not are also afflicted. 

In a very different way, Georgiana. 
They meet with those afflictions (such as 
the death of friends, &c.) which are the 
miserable consequence of the fall of man, 
and such as the whole creation groan under; 
— but they never feel the intolerable weight 
of sin; they never humble themselves, 
Mid repent in dust and ashes, for having 
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transgressed against a boly, just, 
merciful God. Tbis they have no feeling, 
of, nor have they ever kuowu the heart^.^ 
own bitterness. 

Such a sense of sin, papa, as canse^ 
David to cry out, " Deliver me out Q 
the mire, and let me not sink. Let not 
the water-flood overflow me, neither let. 
the deep swallow me up, and let not the: 
pit shut her mouth upon me.' 

What first seemed as a miry placq 
increased to a flood of waters. 

" The floods have lifted up, O Lor^ 
the floods have lifted up their voice ; tha 
floods lift up their waves." But wh^ 
the poor sinner finds them on the point 
of overflowing, — when they rage horribly, 
— the inward conflict is calmed by the 
assurance that, " The Lord on high is 
mightier thiui the noise of many waters, 
yea, than the mighty waves of the sea." 
His power rules " the raging of the sea.^ 
" He maketh the storm a calm, so tbi 
the waves thereof are still." This j 
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indeed a great deliverance i it is a 
communicated peace such as no man 
can give or take away, even peace in 
believing. 

St, Paul speaks of a godly sorrow, 
which worketh repentance unto salvation, 
not to be repented of. 

The effects of which, Georgiana, he 
describes in contradistinction to the sor- 
row of the world which worketh death. 
" What carefulness it wrought in you 
yea, what clearing of yourselves ; yea, 
what indigTiation ; yea, what fear ; yea, 
what vehement desire ; yea, what zeal. 
Such sorrow and striving against sin 
worketh out deliverance, which is the 
true meaning of the word salvation, 
in the passage you have just quoted 
also. 

Though hard to part with, papa, as the 

plucking out of the right eye, or cutting 

off the right hand, if sin be wrenched out 

of the heart, the sinner feels it is the 

J Jiord's doing and marvellous in his eyes. 
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" How sliall we who are dead unto sin 
live any long'er therein 1" 

Thongh we have the promises of the 
Lord, that sin shall not have dominion 
over us, yet surely it can never be said 
to be wrenched out of our hearts, Geor* 
giana ; I do not approve of your expres- 
sion, sin cleaves to the house of clay like 
the roots of ivy in an old wall. Every 
stone must be taken down before the roots 
can be extracted. Yet being in Christ 
his people sin not. " Whosoever is bom 
of God doth not commit sin ! for his seed 
remaineth in him i and he cannot sin, be- 
cause he is bora of God." This is aa 
assurance of great comfort for all that 
mourn in Zion, " to give unto them 
beauty for ashes, the oil of joy for mourn- 
ing, the garment of praise for the spirit 
of heaviness ; that they might be called 
trees of righteousness, the planting of 
the Lord, that he might be glorified." 

The effectual working of God pro- 
gressively in the soul, which he changes 
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from death unlo lil'e, is well described in 
the fortieth psalm. " I waited patiently 
for the Lord and he inclined unto me, 
aud heard my cry. He brought me also 
out of an horrible pit, out of the miry 
clay, and set my feet upon a rock, and 
established my goings, and he hath put 
a new song in my mouth, even praise 
unto our God." 

The Rock of Ages is a firm foundation 
for the sinner's feet ; he is no longer a 
stray sheep wandering from the fold ; his 
goings are established, he shall not slide, 
" He restoreth my soul, he leadeth me 
in the paths of righteousness for his 
name's sake." The believing soul runs the 
race which the Lord hath set before him, 
looking unto Jesus, the author and fin- 
isher of his faith. Paul likens this race 
to that at the Isthmian games, " Know 
ye not that they which run in a race, run 
all, but one receiveth the prize; so mn 
that ye may obtain. And every man 
■itJiat striveth for the mastery, is temperate 
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in all things. Now they do it to obtain 
a corruptible crown, but we an incorrup- 
tible." The crown, composed of dry 
laurel, or parsley leaves, was erected on 
a pole at the end of the course, which, 
those who ran to obtain it, kept in viewi 
Thus Paul describes himself as running 
the race, " not as uncertainly." not deTi> 
ating in and out of the line, but forward, 
witb the prize in- view ; not such aa 
one as theirs, a perishing, leafy, cor« 
ruptible crown ; but an unfading, immoFi 
tal, incorruptible crown of glory, — about 
the obtaining of which he fell no uncer 
tainty. " Henceforth there is laid up 
for me a crown of righteousness, which the 
Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me 
at that day : and not tome only, but unto 
all them also that love his appearing. 
Here the comparison fails ; but one onlyl 
of ail who run for the corruptible crowi 
could obtain it ; whereas for ibe incorj 
ruptible crown of glory none shall rui 
1// who seek siiall Bad, all 
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cOTiqnerors through him who is the con- 
queror, the great Captain of onr salvation. 
He is the only roan who endured tempta- 
tion, aud being tried, received the crown 
of life, which we have his faithful pro- 
mise, shall be given " to them that love 
him." He is " the chief shepherd," from 
whom, when he shall appear, his elect 
" shall receive a crown of glory tliat fadeth 
not away." Uuto whom he saith, " Be 
thou faithful unto death, and I will give 
thee a crown of life." Such a crown as 
can never be taken from him. It is a 
glorious, royal diadem, which shall encir- 
cle the heads of ail the heirs of salvation. 

Though God's work in the soul is pro- 
gressive, yet you tell me that the work 
of sanctification in ourselves is not. I 
cannot understand this, papa ! 

We never in ourselves become more 

holy in the sight of God. The scriptures 

give the most conclusive answer to your 

question. To preclude all self-seeking, 

I Paul says, " But of him are ye in Christ 



Jesus, who of God is made unto ns 
wisdom, and righteousness, and sunctifi- 
cation and redemption ; that according' as 
it is written, he that glorieth, let him 
glory in the Lord." " Your righteous- 
ness is of me, saith the Lord." Instead 
of looking into ourselves for increasing 
holiness, we are exhorted to look out of 
ourselves to the finished work of Christ: 
thereby to manifest in thesight of men those 
fruits of righteousness which are by Jesus 
Christ unto the praise and glory of God. 
We are not only told, " that all things are 
of God, who hath reconciled us to himself 
by Jesus Christ," but we are earnestly 
entreated to be reconciled to God, to put 
away our natural enmity against him, and 
averseness to come unto him as a Saviour, 
who saves to the uttermost ■ to be recon- 
ciled to his way of saving instead of our 
own. " For he hath made him to be sin 
for us, who knew no sin ; that we might 
he made the righteousness of God in 
him." 2 Cor. v, 18. 21. - ■ 
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The Christian's growth is in spiritu- 
ality ; in the grace of God ; in the know- 
ledge and love of the revealed truth as 
it is in Jesus, and also in apprehending 
that for which he is apprehended of 
Christ Jesus. While he sees and be- 
wails the depth of iniquity in his own 
heart, which every day's experience 
makes more clear to his understanding, 
he rejoices in the Lord, " and gives 
thanks at the remembrance of His. holi- 
ness," Being thus brought by grace to 
see what he is in himself, the light which 
leads him to the Lamb, shines brighter 
on his path. Peter exhorts believers to 
" grow in grace," and Paul says, " We 
are bound to thank God always for jou, 
brethren, as it is meet, because that your 
faith groweth exceedingly, and the char- 
ity of every one of you all toward each 
other aboundeth." Where there is a 
total failure in this last most excellent 
gift, there is a want of a distinguishing 
.ffiark of a child of God, and we must 
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stand in doubt of auch a one. " If we 
have not the spirit of Christ, we are none 
of his." His love must be shed abroad 
in the heart where he dwells ; from soch 
a root the fruit of the Spirit must grow. 
The first-mentioned fruit, love, flows 
buck to God its original source ; for we 
love God because he first loved us. If 
be had not shed abroad in our hearts by 
the Holy Ghost, that holy happy feeling, 
it never could have entered into hearts 
naturally at enmity with him, and witb 
all his ways. 

David could have had uo confidence ii 
himself, papa, when he said, " In Thei 
O Lord, do I put my trust : let me n 
be ashamed ; deliver me in thy rig^ 



Had he placed any dependence a| 
his own righteousness, shame must indi 
have covered his face, but self being cast 
out, he could boldly approach the throne 
of grace, saying, ■' Thou hast redeemed 
me, O Lord God of truth, whose faithful 
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promise has been given. My people shall 
never be ashamed." 

The change is inexpressibly delightful 

when old things pass away and all thing's 

become new. When as Paul says, " Ye 

put on the new man, which, after God is 

^ireated in righteousness and true holi- 

liiiess. Ye are now under a new covenant, 

it under the law, but under grace. 

St. Paul was a remarkable instance 

the work of sanctification being that 

©f the Holy Spirit ; he was a chosen 

vessel, set apart for the service of God at 

the very time he was persecuting the 

the church of God. How surprised he 

must have been at the heavenly vision ! 

and how undeserving of such a favour ! 

Very true, my dear, surprise and 

msternation laid him prostrate ou the 

h, when the voice sounded in his ears, 

Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me 1 " 

And great indeed must have been his joy 

and amazement, when he beard the 

answer to bis question, " Who art thou 
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Lord ? " "I am Jesus whom thou per- 
seciitest,"' and then followed the mild 
message of mercy, " But rise, and stand 
upon thy feet : for I have appeared unto 
thee for this purpose, to make thee a 
minister and a witness both of these 
things which thou bast seen, and of those 
things in the which I will appear unto 
thee; delivering thee from the people, 
and the gentiles, unto whom I now send 
thee, to open their eyea, and to turn them 
from darkness to light, and from the 
power of Satan unto God, that they may 
receive forgiveness of sins, and inherit- 
ance among them which are sanctified by 
faith that is in me." Here again we are 
told, that in Jesus is the finished work 
of sanctification. The work is altogether 
his own, when he chooses a vessel to 
purify it for hia use. The word of the 
Lord came to Jeremiah, saying, " Before 
I formed thee in the belly, I knew the© 
and before thou earnest forth out of 
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womb, I Banctificd thee, and I ordained 
thee a prophet unto the nations," Being 
hardly persnaded to believe, Jeremi^ 
said, " Ah, Lord God ! behold, I cannot 
speak : for 1 am a child." But the answer 
of God was, " Say not I am a child; 
Behold, I have put my words in thy 
mouth." The weakest instnmient in the 
hand of God is mighty, " to root out, 
and to pull down, and to destroy, and to 
throw down, to build, and to plant." 
Those whom he sends, shall go in hia 
strength, not their own, therefore they 
need fear no evil ; they have his promise 
that be will be with them to deliver them. 
To harbour a doubt on this subject, is 
grieving the Holy Spirit. " Light is 
sown for the righteous, and gladness for 
the upright in heart." 

We are all prone to doubt, papa. Un- 
belief is a besetting sin. We view the 
doctrines of the Bible through a dark 
medium. 

The cloud is indeed in ourselves. 
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Georgiana, iiot id God's truth, which is 
aa clear as the day-light; bat the gift of 
understand tug, like every other good and 
perfect gift, must come from God. 

It is the office of the Holy Spirit to 
take of the things of Christ, and sher 
them unto us. He is the spirit of truth, 
whom the world cannot receive ; hat it is 
given to the followers of Jesus to receive 
him that he may lead them in the way 
of all truth. The great shepherd having 
chosen his flock, putteth them forth out 
of the common herd, and goeth before 
them, and he makes them so to know his 
voice, that they willingly follow hioi, and 
follow no other than him. 

He is the true vine, and they ai^^ 
flexible twiuing branches which produoaa 
such fruits as they draw from their parentl 
stem. "The branch cannot bear fruit I 
of itself, except it abide in the Tine."^'! 
And Jesus says, " do more can ye, exceptX 
ye abide in me." And again he says^l 
" Ye have not chosen me, but I have} 
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chosen you, and ordained you that ye 
should go and bring forth fruit," 

There is no authority, papa, like that 
of God's own word, whether spoken by 
his mouth, or the mouths of his inspired 
writers. I was greatly struck with the 
force of a passage in Ephesians, which 
bears upon this subject. " We are his 
workmanship, created in Christ Jesus 
unto good works, which God hath before 
ordained, that we should walk in them." 
How completely boasting is here exclu- 
ded : It is entirely of God to " work in 
us to will and to do of his good pleasure." 
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■Old of prophecy, wherenntti »t 
Dulii a liglit that EhinMh io ■ 
ic dar dawn, utA tha dsr-Mu ailoe Id jaa 



I LOVE to gaze upon the stars on a 
cloiulless night, papa, when I can dis- 
cern some of the planets, whose size 
and brilliancy distinguish them from 
the fixed stars. The pale silvery light 
of Venus is particularly beautiful 
reminds me of Him wlio said, "I ant- 
the root and offspring of David, and 
the bright and morning star." Last 
night, sister Emma and I walked hj- 
the river side, watching the moon-beams 
reflected on its calm surface, and the 
shooting stars as they glided rapidly 
across the sky. We staid out so long. 
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that I was afraid mama migbt be uneasy 
at OUT beiag exposed to the night air ; 
but I could scarcely prevail upon Emma 
to return, she was so delighted with 
watching what appeared to her falling 
stars. I succeeded in making her under- 
stand that the stars did not, and, being so 
much larger, could not fall upon this 
eartii. Still, she did not know the nature 
of these gliding meteors. 

At her age, Georgiana, it would be 
difficult to make her comprehend that 
these are but lambent or fiery particles, 
confined to our atmosphere, in which they 
frequently rise to a considerable height, 
yet are still far beneath the planetary 
system, or the fixed stars. 

Though I have read of meteors, papa, 
yet I cannot now remember the cause by 
which they are produced i 

They are attributed to the fermentation 
of acid and alkaline bodies which float in 
the atmosphere. When the more subtile 
.part of the eEDuvia are burnt away, the 



130 CONVERSATION VII. 

viscous and earthy parts become too Leav; 
to be supported by the air, and then they 
fall. 

The Ignis Fatuus, vulg;arly called Will- 
o' the wisp, is another gliding meteor, 
papa, which often puzzles the ignorant, 
who say it leads those who follow it, as it 
skims along the ground, into dangerous 
pools and bogs. 

That might very probably happen, 
Georgiana, being generated in sHth 
places. It consists of phosphoric matter 
exhaled from putrid animalculie, produced 
in damp marshy ground. Some electric 
spark kindles this air into a thin, pale, 
powerless flame, which flickers in the 
dark, until its vapoury matter is con- 
sumed. Sir Isaac Newton calls it a 
vapour shining without heat. 

Is not the Aurora Borealis attributed 
to some such cause as this, papa! 

It is conjectured that this extraordinary 
f^enomenon in nature arises from exhal- 
ations produced from inflammable ail. 
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generated between the tropics, by many 
natural operations, such as the putrefac- 
tion of animal and vegetable substances, 
volcanoes, &c. The inflammable air 
caused by electricity, as it ascends to the 
upper regions of the atmosphere, being 
of a light essence, is borne on by the 
motion of the earth to the poles : expe- 
rience has proved that that which is 
lightest, or swims on a fluid which 
revolves round an axis, is urged towards 
the extreme points of that axis: hence 
these inflammable particles accumulate 
at the poles, where meeting with other 
mixed matter, they enkindle, and thus 
cause the luminous streaks called Aurora 
Borealis, or Northern lights. 

If that were the case, papa, would not 
the same kind of lights be seen also in 
the opposite direction i 

Captain Cook makes mention of such 
an appearance, which he calls Aurora 
Australis ; he describes it to have been a 
clear white light, shooting up from the 
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heavens to the eastward, and gradatdly 
spreading over the whole part of tie 
southern sky. 

How delightful it must be, papa, fol 
the inhahitants of those cold dark regions 
vhich lie at the extremity of the poleg, 
to have their long half-year nights enliv-' 
ened with such brilliant appearances ! 

Yes, Georgiana. There is no regioH* 
too dark or distant for the watchful cartf 
of God, who wisely governs and provides^. 
for every contingency. In the north east 
parts of Siberia, Hudson's Bay, &c. thesC^ 
appearances are attended by a continnal' 
hissing, and a crackling noise through tbrf' 
air, such as is produced by fire works. 

" In 1676, on the Slat of March, a veri^. 
extraordinary meteor passed over Italy, 
making a hissing noise in its course, lik^' 
that of artificial fire- works ; and whi 
over Leghorn, the report from it was liks 
that of a cannon, succeeded by a rattling 
noise which continiied many seconds, aai'. 
sounded as if a deeply-loaded waggwi) 
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were passing over stones. lu size, it 
appeared larger than the full moon: it 
traversed through the atmosphere with 
amazing' velocity, and finally went ofT to 
sea towards Corsica." 

" Two splendid meteors were seen at 
Leipsic within six years. One of these, 
in May, 1680, spread consternation among 
the beholders as it descended north-wards, 
leaving a train of light; but the second, 
vbich appeared on the 9th of July, 1686, 
at half-past one in the morning, had a. 
much more portentous appearance : it 
was a ball of fire with a tail so luminous 
as to- enable the beholders to read by 
means of its light ; it remained stationary 
for seven or eight minutes, then gradually 
died away. Its circle appeared half that 
of the moon in diameter. Its distance at 
Leipsic was estimated to be not more 
than sixty english miles, and twenty-four 
perpendicular above the horizon." 

In the beginning of this century there 
were meteors seen in England. " One 
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which the common people called a fl 
sword, was first seen at Leeds, in York* 
shire, at ten o'clock at night, on the IStb 
of May, 1710. The spectators describe* 
it as resembling a trumpet, brosd at oW 
end, and small at the other, moviiig' in itii 
course with the broad end foremost ovef 
the counties of York, Lancaster, NoV 
liiigham, and Derby : in all which place! 
the beholders imagined they saw it fall 
within a few yards of them ; the ra^ 
of light it emitted were so bright anj 
sudden, that the people were startled at 
seeing their own shadows, though in tb#i 
absence of both sun and moon. In di»^ 
a^^aring, bright sparks proceeded fratt 
the small end." 

" March 19, 1719, a blazing meteol^ 
far exceeding the moon in brightnesn 
though then in the meridian of her glor^J 
was seen all over England. In Londulj 
after eight o'clock in the evening, a su4| 
den powerful light burst from the westj 
and gave out a long stream brancbiaf' 



CONVERSATION VII. 135 

about the middle ; and as the meteor 
proceeded, it chaoged its form to that of a 
pear, tapering upwards, and again to a 
more spherical shape at the lower end 
like the fnll moon, but of rather smaller 
dimeusioufi : its silvery colour waa relieved 
by a dazzliDg eye of blue, so vivid and 
brilliant that it might vie with, if not sur- 
pass the sun's splendourio a clear day : the 
eyes of the spectators could not bear its 
dazzling light, and in gliding over the 
sicy it left behind it a cloudy track of red- 
dish yellow colour, like red hot iron or 
glowing embers, which continued more 
than a minute, then sparkled like red hot 
iron beat out on an anvil ; then grew 
fainter and fainter, until all disappeared, 
as did the meteor above the horizon, 
without any explosion in that quarter. 
In the metropolis, the light of this extraor- 
dinarv meteor not only eclipsed the moon 
and stars, but rendered the lights of candles 
and lamps iactfectual, and a temporary 
dt^-ligfat seemed to illumine the streets." 
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"It was seen in every part of Great 
Britaifl and Ireland, and also in Holland, 
Germany, France, and Spain, nearly at 
tKe same instant of time. Its explosion 
was heard in Devonshire, Cornwall, and 
the adjacent counties, from whence the 
acconnts were unanimous in describing 
the noise to be like the discharge of artil- 
lery at some distance, soon followed by a 
rattling noise, like that of small arms 
promiscuously discharged. This awful 
sound was attended by as awful a trem- 
bling of the air, which shook the windows 
and doors in all the houses, and some said 
the houses themselves, beyond the usual 
effect of the discbarge of cannon, howevfil 
near." 

" Another wonderful meteor appear 
at PeckJiam, in Surry, on the Uth ] 
cember, 1741, It was like a globe i 
fire moving eastward, leaving a silv 
track behind it: within a few seconds i 
suddenly vanished." 

"A beautiful meteor attracted 
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observatioD on the 18th Angust, 1783, iii 
several parts of Great Britain. Its ap- 
pearance was that of a luminous globular 
bali,which,initscourse, changed its form as 
if it had burst, and afterwards it divided 
into particles, or a cluster of balls leaving 
a train behind them ; and yielding a light 
so brilliant aa to illumine every object ; 
and in its circuit southward it was con- 
tinually dropping, or casting off sparks. 
This beautiful meteor ascended from the 
north, like the planet Mars, and was seen 
in Shetland, and parts of Scotland, and 
many other places. It traversed 13 or 
14 degrees of latitude, describing an 
extent of at least 1000 miles over the 
earth's surface. During its passage over 
Brussels, the moon appeared quite red ; 
but soon after resumed its natural tight. 
Its elevation was dO miles from the sur- 
face of the earth, yet at such a distance 
the explosion was heard by too many 
to doubt its reality ; it was heard in 
j^colnshire and Kent, and i 
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to the discharge of great cannon at i 
distance." 

" In the same year, on the 4th of Octfr* 
her, two meteors were seen Id England^ - 
the first at three o'clock in the morni^ 
was not seen by many people, becaos* 
of the hour ; but those whose sleep v 
interrupted by those causes which obliged 
some to exchange their pillow for th# 
morning breeze, described it as rising 
from the north, not to a high latitude|i' 
and that it then remained stationary, wid 
a vibrating motion ; it shed a iigfa^ 
splendid as the day, and vanished inUI 
air, leaving a train behind. This tremi^ 
lous and stationary appearance i 
rally remarked in meteors after theM 
course is ended, just before their explot 
sion. The second meteor was not : 
large as the remarkable one of Angual 
and was observed between the houit^ 
of six and seven in the evening. It 
advanced from the north like a stream 
of Sre, larger than the common shooting 
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stars, and after proceeding Gome distance, 
it suddenly burst Into an intense bright 
blue light, peculiar to such meteors, most 
justly compared to the blue lights of 
India, or to the largest electrical sparks. 
The iliumination was grand, and in the 
brightest part of its course, if. _left behind 
a dusky red train, which disappeared in 
about a minute, as did the meteor, like 
the sudden light of a candle extinguished 
without any apparent explosion. " 

I have read of fearful meteors, papa, 
which have passed over different parts 
of the globe atdifferent periods of time, and 
which excited much admiration and terror 
by their explosion in the air, and in many 
instances their falling in solid heavy 
substances. 

Some of the Aerobtes shod a vivid and 
dazzling tight, and seem like wandering 
stars, which a superior force drags on 
the confines of the terrestrial vortex. 
A very remarkable one was observed 
at Aigle in Normandy on the 26th of 
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August, 1603; " about mid-day, a rumb- 
ling noise vas heard from a cloud Id the 
nortbern direction ; this cloud covered a 
globe of fire, which was seen by the in- 
habitants of Caen, Pont-Andeiines, &<!. 
placed laterally with respect to the meteor. 
Its movement was rapid aud high ; at a 
short distance from Aigle it remained 
■tationary, and after many detonations, 
a great quautity of stones fell in the space 
of two leagues aud a half; some of the 
largest of which weighed from 18 to 20Ibs. 
and the smallest two drachms. They 
were similar to those called thunder' 
t tones. 

" On the 5th of August, 1812, at tw« 
in the morning, whilst the weather v 
calm and the sky clear, a meteer of di 
EJing light was seen by some travellen i 
and countrymen in the neighbourhood of .1 
Chantounay, in the department of La I 
Vendtte, on the road from Nantes to La ^ 
Rochelle. It was said to have been seea J 
at many leagues distaace ; the time of it( J 
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duration was not observed, but it ter- 
minated in a violent explosion, which was 
compared to the loudest clap of thunder. 
In the middle of the day, the master of 
the farm La Haute Revetison, near 
Cbantonnay, perceived in a field not far 
from his house, a large stone, which he 
had never seen before. It was buried 
two feet and a half in the earth, and had 
a strong' sulphureous smell which it re- 
tained six months." 

" In 1819, a meteoric stone fell near 
the village of Dooralla, in India, and 
spread universal consternation over a 
country, where the superstitious people 
look on the phenomena of nature as pre- 
sages of some awful calamity. The day 
was cloudless aud serene, and the ther- 
mometer in the shade stood at 68°. Sud- 
denly, a report louder than that of a 
cannon, and afterwards a rushing noise, 
was heard by some people at work in 
a field, who looking towards the quarter 
I ifrom whence it proceeded, perceived a 
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large black body in the air movitig appS' 
rently towards them, but wbtcb past on 
with incoQceivable velocity, and buried 
itselfiu the earth iibout sixty paces farther 
mi. This phenomenon, wheu dug out, 
and exiunlDcd by some Britisb officers, 
proved to be an ill-sbapen, triangDlar 
stone, Bometbing more than 251bs in 
weight, and covered with u pellicle 
thinner than a wafer, of a black sul- 
phureous crust ; this aerobte received a 
fracture which shews the interior to be 
iron pyrites and nickel; no smell of aa^ 
phur was found on it." ^ 

The celebrated astronomer Gasaendi 
relates an instance of an aerolitic descent 
of which he was himself aa eye-witness. 
"On thea7thofNovember, 1«S7, thesky 
being clear, he saw a burnuig stone fall 
on Mount Vaisir, in the south-east ex- 
tremity of France, near Nice. While in 
the air, it seemed to be about four feet 
in diameter; was inclosed in a luminous 
circle of colours like a rainbow, and 
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fall prodnced a sound like the discharge 
of cannon. Ft weighed 59lhs. was very 
hard, of a dnll metallic colour, and had 
a specific g;ravity con aid era biy greater 
than that of marble." 

" In the year 167^, two stone;; fell near 
Verona, in Italy, the one weighing 300, 
the other 20l)lbfi. This phenomenon was 
witnessed in the evening, by three or four 
hundred persons. The stones fell with a 
violent explosion, in a sloping direction, 
and in calm weather; they appeared to 
b»rn, and ploughed up the ground." 

You spoke once of some fatal conse- 
quences having attended the fall of 
aerolites — What wore they '. 

During the explosion of a meteor near 
Bordeaux, on the 20th of August, 17B9, 
a stoDe, in diameter about 15 inches, fell 
through the roof of a cottage, and killed 
a herdsman and some cattle. Part of this 
atone is now in (he Greville Museum, and 
part in the Museum of Bordeaux. 
I - "In the year 1790, on the 24th of July, 
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between nine and ten at night, a eboweir 
of stones fell near Ag'en, in Guienne, n 
the south-west angle of France. Fint^ 
a Inininous ball of fire was seen, traverse 
ing the atmosphere with great rapiditjyi 
and leaving behind it a train of li^ 
which lasted about fifty seconds ; sooi 
after a loud explosion was heard, am 
sparks were seen to fly off in all directiona 
This was followed by the fall of stonei 
over a considerable extent of ground, aM 
at various distances from each othoi 
They were of different sizes, but of tit 
same appearance, the greater uumbei 
weighing two ounces ; but some inueir' ■' 
more, the smaller ones remained on the 
surface, while some, with a hissing noise, 
buried themselves in the ground. This 
shower of stones did no damage, except 
to the tiles of several houses which were 
broken by them, but in falling they did 
not sound like hard compact substances, 
but of a matter in a soft half melted state. 
When they fell on straw it adhered tft ij 
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them, noA could scarcely he taken ofT ; 
a manifest proof that they were in a state 
of fusion. 

Ifl the year 1795, several persons, near 
the house of Captain Topham, in York- 
shire, heard a loud noise in the air, 
followed by a hissing sound, aiid soon 
after felt a shock, as if a heavy body had 
fallen to the ground at a little distance. 
And, in fact, one of them saw a huge stone 
fall to the earth, at the distance of eight 
or nine yards from the place where he 
stood. When he observed if, it was about 
the same distance above the ground, and 
it threw up the mould on every side in 
burying itself 21 inches in the earth. On 
being dug up, it was found to weigh 
56lb. 

On the 4th of July. 1803, a ball of fire 
struck a public'house at East Norton, iu 
Oxfordshire. The chimney was thrown 
down, the roof partly torn off, the win- 
dows shattered to atoms, and the dairy. 
Sic. converted into a heap of rubbish. 
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It was of considerable mag:nittide, and, 
OD coming' in contact vith the house, ex- 
ploded with great noise and left a very 
oppressive sulphureous smell. Several 
fragments of stones were found on the 
spot, having a surface of a dark colour, 
' and smooth as if in a state of fusion, with 
numerous globules of a whitish metal 
combining sulphur and nickel. The in- 
dentures on these surfaces render it pro- 
bable that the ball was soft when it 
descended, and in a state of fusion, as 
the grass, &c, were burnt where the frag- 
ments fell. The motion of this ih-e-ball, 
while in the air, was very rapid, and 
apparently parallel with the horizon. 

These are not meteors, but Aerolites, 
whichare solid, burning, ponderousmasses, 
impelled with rapidity through the atmos- 
phere, where they seldom dissipate with- 
out an explosion, the consequences of 
which have been in some instances terrific. 
There are also meteoric stones called 
thunder stones, the descent of which has 
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been attended with fatal cousequences. 
Some have fallen and buried themselves 
ill the earth, leaving a strong sulphureous 
smell, and makiug a report like that of a. 
cannon. 

How various and numerous, papa, are 
the dangers which surround us in our 
^ing out, and coming in, in our lying 
down, and rising up ! 

Yes, Georgiana, but there is also a 
Euperiutendiug providence which guards 
our steps, which prevents and follows us, 
which shields us from the terror of the 
night, and from the arrow which flieth 
by day. There shall no real evil nor 
plague come nigh the dwelling of those 
who have made the Lord their refuge. 

The Lord's people, papa, are not, how- 
ever, exempt from outward calamities. 

No, Georgiana, they are not: but 
they are exempt from every thing really 
injurious. Those things which may 
be thought the worst, as well as those 
which may be though) the best, are all 
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working together for their everlaatin|r 1 

welfare. 

I have read of very splendid meteors, 

papa, and have indeed seen some of them 
which burst forth id a blaze of glory, and 
gliding over the spacious firmament, sank 
suddenly into obscurity, leaving no track 
behind. Others take a sweeping curve in 
different directions, then seem to dissolve 
in light air, or fall to the ground. The 
cloudless, frosty nights in winter are often 
beautified by these luminous appearances 
80 poetically described : — 

• The seeming 'Ian [sit hcBdloDg from tbe skin, 
Aod shoaling Uiraoeli the dHj-liBCSE, gHa the uigM 

Small meteors are seen in warmer cli- 
mates, during the intervals of showery 
weather, of abeautiful bluish white, which 
i^parkle for a few moments, then disappear. ] 
leaving behind long silvery trains ; but 1 
tbe largest and most brilliant meteors 
'lAoot from beneath the surcharged thuo- | 
xler cloud, during the sultry heat of a sum- 
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mer'a eveaiog. Ali these proceed from 
the earth's exhalatious, and compound 
hydrogen gases, which are disengaged, 
take fire, and almost instautaneously dis- 
sipate themselves. 

I should think, papa, that the polar 
lights, by the ancients called burning 
torches, must l>e the same as the Aurora 
Borealis. 

Captain Parry seems to be of that 
opinion, in the account he gives of those 
extraordinary lights, in his journal of a 
voyage to the polar regions ; they are some- 
times attended with a crackling noise, 
which, however, he listened for in vain. 

How very beautiful they must be, 
papa, according to the descriptions I have 
read, like those lovely coloured clouds 
which usher in the morning of a fair day, 
and accompanied by flaming shoots suc- 
ceeding each other, tinged with the live- 
liest colours, and variegated at the upper 
part of the meteor with a luminous net- 
work, through which the lustre of the 
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stars glow amidst the ceaseless agitation, 

and flames are ejected which furrow the 

heavens, like shining' vapours on summer 

eventEgs. 

There is another very extraordinary 
phenomenon seldom seen except in the 
polar regions, as Greenland, Hudson's 
Bay, 8cc. which are the purphelia. 

You mean douhle suns, papa, ; I know 
they are seen in marshy countries, in Hol- 
land, and in some parts of England, in 
misty cold weather, because, as I have 
heard, they arise only from the light of the 
celestial bodies reflected by the mist. I 
have also read of mock-moons, which are , 
called paraselene ; they have been seen a 
different periods accompanied hy tails a 
circles. In the diameter of a whiti 
circle surrounding the moon two mockJ 
moons have been seen at each side of t 
real one. The sight of the parhelion id 
Herefordshire and Worcestershire, 
corded to have been observed in the Apj 
of 1333, must have created great constei 
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nation among the ignorant, who could|not 
account in any natural way for the strange 
appearance of four red suns, which^were 
seen at once. These appearances must 
have been very beautiful, according to 
some of the descriptions which have been 
transmitted to us, mentioning not only 
two, and four, but even seven suns re- 
flected in all the glittering brilliancy of 
the various colours of the rainbow. 

These suns have been visible from one 
to four hours; and in North. America 
continue some days visible from sunrise 
to sunset. When the parhelia disappear, 
it sometimes rains, or there is a fall of 
snow in the form of oblong spiculie ; and 
because the air in that northern region 
abounds with such frozenjparticles, even 
visible, they have been thought to be 
the cause of all coronas and parhelia. 

At Churchill in Hudson's Bay, the 
rising of the sun is always preceded by a 
long stream of red light on each~side, and 
about 20" distant. They rise as herises. 
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forming there a parhelion. These streaia|^ 
of light seem to derive their source fr(Ha j 
two other parhelia which rise with th^Q 
real sun ; and, in the winter season, whcq,^ 
the suu never rises above the haze or fogjjj 
constantly found near the horizon, allij 
these accompany him throughout thfrl 
day, and set, as they rise, with him, ^ 1 
fourth parhelion has been seen undenj 
the sun, but this is a very rare occur«J 
rence. J 

At Daazic, in 1660, Hevelius saw twva 
fine mock moons ; the first was on the 30tH 
of March. At about one o'clock in thqfl 
morning, the moon was snirounded by M 
whitish circle, in the diameter of wbicu 
were two mock-moons of various colours] 
emitting long white beams on each sid« 
of the real moon ; at two o'clock anothen 
larger circle surrounded the lesser, aocM 
reached down to the horizon. The topu 
of both circles were touched by coloured 
arches, above them, like inverted raiu' 
bows. This extraordinary and beautifi 
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phenomeoon contiuued three hours, then 
gradually disappeared ; first the outward 
great circle vanished ; then the larger 
inverted arch, then the lesser, &c. 

These are redoubled images, or reflec- 
tions of the same object, papa. 

Undoubtedly, Gieorgiaua, and though 
not very frequently seen, they have been 
observed in ancient as well as modern 
times ; they arenoticed by Aristotle, Pliny, 
and several others. The former supposed 
that they are only visible when the snn is 
near the horizon, though he speaks of two 
seen in the Bosphorus from morning till 
evening. The latter discribes the appear- 
ance of this phenomenon, and the perioda 
when they were observed at Rome. 

In the March of 1774 one of these 
beautiful appearances visited the horizon 
from north-east to south-west, and re- 
mained stationary without any visible 
corruscations for half an hour; in colour 
it was a yellowish white, its breath in the ■ 
crown apparently equal to that of the 
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niiabow ; as it approacbed the horizon 
each le^ became ^adually broader; its 
most elevated part was not far from the 
zenith as it was seen at Bnxtou. 

Butoue ot~ the most magnificent of these 
arches ever described as seen in Great 
Brilaio, was observed at Leeds on the 
13th of April 1783, between nine and ten 
at night. A broad, bright, flame-coloured 
arch arose in the heavens, and passed 
considerably south of the zenith ; by its 
varied den^ty, it appeared to be composed 
of small columns of light with a sensible 
Diotiou. This appearance lasted about 
ten minutes, when innumerable bright 
corruscatioQs darted in right angles, from 
its northern side, elongating themselves 
till they had nearly reached the northern 
horizon. As they descended, each shoot- 
ing ray was tipped wilh a beauteous 
crimson tinge, like that produced by the 
electric spark in an exhausted tube. After 
some time, they ceased to shoot, and 
spread themselves into a range of brigbt 
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yellow or flame-col on red clouds, extending 
horizontally about the fourth of a circle ; 
its gpreatest portion which darted north- 
warde from the arch, with the cloud-like 
»tid more stationary aurora, became so 
dense as to render the stars no longer 
visible. The moon was eleven days old 
and shone brightly, but did not eclipse 
this splendid scene. The wind was in the 
north, a little eastward. 

In the same month and year at Leeds, 
a broad column of light illumined the sky 
to the west, from whence issued three 
splendid arches, each of which made a 
different angle with the horizon. Whilst 
these were beheld for many minutes with 
great admiration, a sudden and general 
blaze of aurora boreal is involved the 
whole space occupied by the arches. 

A very fine lunar bow was seen at 

Louvain. March 22, 1569. and one at 

Edinburgh, Oct. 24, 1801. On Feb. 13, 

1811, a beautiful one was seen by a gen- 

IIMIeman near Toulon, at half-past ten at 
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night. Many others are mentioned. In 
the most extraordinary and splendid was 
seea by Mr, Tunstall, who described it as 
visible from nine o'clock at night, con- 
tinuing with different degrees of brilliancy, 
till past two. It had the colours of the 
solar bow, but not so vivid, and its are 
was considerably a smaller segment of a 
circle. Its most splendid appearance was 
at 12 o'clock at night ; the wind was very 
high, nearly due west, mostly accompa- 
nied with a drizzling rain. Three of these 
singular phenomena were seen in 1710, 
in the same place, though of such rare 
occurrence, that Aristotle, who is said 
first to have observed them, saw only two 
of them in 50 years. They seem evidently 
to be occasioned by refraction in a cloudj i 
or turbid atmosphere, and indicate storm 
and wet weather. 

Various appearances have been 
cerned encircling the sun, such as lum 
nous arches, tails, &c. never cleai 
accounted for ; but the double si 
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moons are attributed to the refraction of 
the sunbeams upon the minute particles, 
called spiculce, of snow floating' in the 
atmosphere. 

The aqueous globules disseniinate'l 
through the air, are congealed within, 
and liquid without. The dense part 
intercepting the ray, affords the requi- 
site shade, while the liquid part trans- 
mits them coloured by the double re- 
fraction. The diversity of aspect depends 
on the position, quantity, and state of 
congelation of the globules; and to these 
causes may be attributed the various 
coloured circles, or halos which surround 
the heavenly bodies ; which, though most 
common round the moon, are sometimes 
seen to encompass some of the planets ; 
as Jupiter and Venus. 

The first appearance of tliis kind which 
engaged the attention of philosophers, 
was the Roman phenomenon observed by 
Scheiner. 
■ Two concentric rings, one bright in 




15H 



CONVERSATION VII. 



rainbow colouring, much smaller than the 
other, nearly surrounded the sun. The 
larger was a complete white circle, pass- 
ing through the sun's centre, and every 
where parallel to the horizon. In the 
intersection of the circle two mock suns 
appeared ; in their centre shining like 
himself in brightness, but adorned around 
by rays like the rainbow, one of these 
parhelia shot forth a fiery taiL Two 
other mock suns showed themselves on 
the horizontal circle, white like itself, 
neither so ronnd or brilliant as the others. 
There are many more instances recorded 
of these beautiful phenomena. 

I have been told that in the past year, 
a lunar rainbow was visible at Inverness 
on a Sunday evening from eight till ten 
o'clock. It was distinctly formed and 
very beautiful to behold; spanning the 
sky from north to south. 

" At nine, p. M. on the 5th of April, the 
weather being very fine, and the thermo- 
meter at 18", a halo was observed round. I 
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the sun, which was at times nearly com- 
plete. There was, as usual, a parhelion 
on each side of the sun, at the same alti- 
tude, and distinctly prismatic. There 
was also a third parhelion in that part of 
the circle immediately above the sun, and 
this had a peculiarity attending it not 
observed before. Although the weather 
was remarkably clear and fine, the atmos- 
phere was full of innumerable minute 
spicnise of snow glittering in the sun, 
which we had never before seen on the 
brightest sunny day, though such a depo- 
sit might often be remarked at times 
when the weather could not be called 
hazy, and when the heavenly bodies were 
distinctly visible. The parhelion above 
the sun appeared to be evidently formed 
by the reflection of the sun's rays to the 
eye, by an infinite number of these spi- 
culte, commencing close to the observer, 
and continuing so as to be easily distin- 
guishable for at least one or two hundred 
l^rds from the eye. This parhelion might 
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at times be easily seen to consist of the 
intersection, or rather the tuuching of two 
circles turning opposite ways, of which 
the plainest was generally the upper one, 
or that which had its convex side down- 
wards. At about 32° above the parhelioo, 
which was nearly that distance above the 
sun, a horizontal stream of glittering 
spiculee was permanently seen ; but there 
was too little of it to distinguish any 
regular figure of which it formed a part. 
This phenomenon lasted above an hour. 

^L Thomson describes these luminous 

^1 arches — 

^H Silent from Uio nonh 

^B ■ A blue of mcteora Bhooia i ensweeping- Unit ^^Ij 

^1 The lower sklsB, they aU at oaix eooverKe ^H 

^H UtEhtothecTownor hcBTcn, udmllatanDe ^H 

^r Relapsing iiuickBK quii:kls reaacend, ^^| 



Relapsing quicksK quii:kls reascend. 

Are the separate flakes of snow t 
spiculie 1 

They are rather the shining particles 
which compose the flake : examined 
through a telescope, these are beautiful 
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poiuts divergiDg like rays from a centre. 
They iiicreaae in quantity as they fall 
through the atmosphere, and soft as they 
appear to lie on the ground, are really 
hard ; being the snialleGt particles of ice, 
the sharpness of which you would feel 
like 80 many little darts, if the touch of 
yonr warm finger did not dissolve them. 
The whiteness of the snow proceeds from 
the minuteness of its grains or particles. 
YoD may try the experiment by pounding 
a piece of ice, by which operation it will 
became white like snow. 

'TiLtough the thldi air tlie wlilUsiDB Ahoir'r dttcctHtB, 



What a beautiful effect the ice has in 
the frozen regions near the poles, papa ! 
I forget where I read of the water dash- 
ing against the mountauis of ice, which 
freezes into an inlinite variety of forms, 
and makes the distant traveller imagine 
that be sees towns, streets, churches, and 
,j];^y, other picturesque objects. 



I 
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In Swinbourne's Tour through Sic; 
he quotes an account of it, by Father 

" On the 15th of Augnst, 1643, as 1 
stood at my window, I was surprised wid 
a most wonderful and delectable visioa.' 
The sea that washes the Sicilian shor« 
swelled up, and became, for ten miles i 
length, like a chain of dark mountains'^ 
while the waters near our Calabrian c 
grew quite smooth, and in an instanJ 
appeared as one clear polished mirror 
reclining against the aforesaid ridge. 

" On this glass was depicted, in chidi 
oscuro, a string of several thousand i 
pilasters, all equal in altitude, distance^ 
and degree of light and shade. T 
moment they lost half their height, 
bent into arcades like Roman aqueduct! 
A long cornice was next formed on 1 
top, and above it rose castles innume 
ble, all |>erfectly alike. These soon spH 
into towers, which were shortly after lol 
in colonades, then windows, and at liu 
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RDded in pines, cypresses, and other trees, 
even and similar. This is the Fata Mor- 
gana, which for twenty-six years I had 
thought a mere fable." 

You have no doubt heard of this 
optical delusion, Georgiaoa. 

I have often met with accounts of it, 
papa, in different travels. It was for- 
merly supposed to have been a fabuloas 
chimera, which the Italians attributed to 
the magical operation of a fairy to whom 
they gave the name of Fata Morgana. 
From the coast of Italy, near the straits 
of Messina, these deceptions spread 
themselves over the glassy surface of the 
water, in lofty battlements, pyramidical 
rocks, ruinous buildings, towns, spires, 
forests, and landscapes. 

This reminds me of a very graphic 
description in one of the numbers of the 
Christian Examiner. I have got it here, 
and you shall read it for me^ which I 
think will interest you as much as it did 
, me; especially as it took place at the 
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Giant's Causeway, which you ha»e A. 
sited. 

' We had now got into the ccDtre <^ 
the bay, and could observe the wholti 
beudinir of the flhore from Bengore pro* 
moutory to Portrush point, and while, i 
naturally our eyes were principally di- 
rected towards the causeway, to wbidi 
we were approaching, and aeking < 
cemiiig this place and that, one of dM( 
men Haid, ' Look gentlemen, there i 
the merry dancers on Portrush point (^ 
and on looking in that direction i 
observed this most extraordinary pk«g 
nomenon, Portrush point, which a fWI 
moments before presented a very anmea 
ing appearance, and was certainly ti 
least interesting object on the coast, iM 
assumed a most commanding aspect 
lofty mountain arose instead of a 1<H 
flat — a conical peak like Creagh Patricki I 
rugged rocks, with llieir serrated points 
pierced the clonds, — and instantly all 
vanished, and a beautiful softly swelling . 
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wooded hill presented itself, u lofty 
embattled castle, a broad belt of full- 
grown wood, green lawns, and all the 
decorations of a nobleman's domain. You 
might conceive yourself at once trans- 
ported to Plymouth harbour, and that 
you saw Mount Ddgcombe before you ; 
and again, as by talismanic touch, all this 
disappeared, and on a plain two embattled 
armies seemed to oppose one another, 
and dense masses of troops, horse and 
foot, stood motionless as if in suspense 
for the battle-signal ; and now they rushed 
together, and the opposing battalions 
closed on each other, and a loose shape- 
less cloud rose up, as if it were the 
mingled dust and smoke ascending from 
the conflict :^and all at once the whole 
rision dissolved away, and nothing was 
seeu but the low uninteresting penisula 
of Portrush. I hud never before heard 
of this phenomenon appearing on the 
coast of Ireland, I had read of some- 
thing like it as occurring in the straits 
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of Messina, and on the preseat occastOB, 
particularly as taken by surprise, my 
astooishmeot and delight cannot be ex- 
pressed. So vivid was the delusion, — I* 
strange, so beautiful, so magnificent wat 
the optical representation, that weta 
I in the remotest part of Ireland, and 
assured that I should see it again, I 
should without hesitation put my foot in 
the coach, and at almost any sacrifice of 
time or trouble attend to witness it again. 
The boatman assured me it was by no 
means of frequent occurrence ; some of 
them declared they never saw it before ; 
he who was best acquainted with its 
appearance said that it required a 
concurrence of wind, tide, and weather, 
which did not often coincide to prodi 



The writer has added the lines whijl 
follow as descriptive of what he witnesBe 

" Emootb rLidaH the ekiff, uid up the nutliDg bum! 
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SM cnwds on saU, the boiUng wave erowa btunc. 
And whlleninB sargea cllnib cBCh scnlptored prow ; 
□one In the pnECUit— vanlsbed frara tlie liew, 
like die Ibln vipanrar the moinlng dew." 



I should like to read the whole o{ this 
' Tour to the Giant's Causeway,' papa ; 
CO. is such a pleasaut writer. I like 
every thing so much that I have seen 
with his signature, that I wish lie would 
make a great many tours and publbh his 
account at' them. 

His style is indeed, Georgiana, pecu- 
Barly animated and interesting, but what 
pleases me most is, that wherever he goes 
he appears to take the gospel with him, 
and never to lose an apportunity of in- 
culcating it, in so cheerful a strain, that 
lie cannot fail to leave a good impression 
Ml the minds of those with whom be 
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During the expedition of the French 
into Egypt, when in extreme want of the 
refreshment of water, as they traversed 
the sandy deserts, they were tantalized 
by distant vapours which constantly 
floated before them as a wide spread- 
ing lake. By them this illusion is called 
Mirage. 

Burckhardt gives a lively description 
of the atmospheric delusion of which wr 
have heen speaking, ' During the whole 
day's march we were surrounded on all 
sides by lakes of Mirage, called by the 
Arab serah. Its colour was of the purest 
azure, and so clear that the shadows 
of the mountains which bordered the 
horizon were reflected in it with the 
greatest precision, and the delusion of its 
being a sheet of water, was thus rendered 
still more perfect. There was at one 
time about a dozen of these false lakes 
around us, each separated from the other, 
and for the most part in the low grounds.' 

This deceptive appearance sometimwU 
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assumes the form of an umbrageous lofty 
tree, under the shadow of which the 
panting exhausted traveller hopes to find 
BWeet repose. 

In the plains of South America, where 
the air is very dry, Humboldt tells of 
the images of troops of wild oxen which 
he often saw as it were suspended in the 
air, some with their legs on the ground, 
others raised ahove it ; sometimes before 
any oxen were visible. 

Mirage is produced by some extra- 
ordinary refraction, papa, which the 
rays of the sun undergo, in passing 
through masses of air in contact with a 
surface greatly heated ; at least this is 
the way I have heard it accounted for. 

The way-worn traveller of the arid 
desert is often cheered by these delusive 
visions ; — when parching thirst has almost 
dried up the springs of life, he casts his 
longing eyes over the boundless sandy 
plain, again and again, in fruitless ex- 
pectation of relief. A.t length the most 
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exlutaratiogofobjectsappears before him; 
reCreshing streams seem fo flow, from 
whence he may drink and be satisfied, 
and bathe his worn-out limbs. He re- 
doubles his efforts to push forward, but 
the phantom retires as he advances; and 
he experiences the additional pang of 
cruel disappointment. 

Thus the followers of the world have 
tbflir illusive hopes and expet-tations. 
which are never realizetl, "As a dream 
of a oigbt vision ; it shall even be qs 
when an hungry man dreamelh, and 
behold, he eateth ; but he awakethand 
his soul is empty ; or as when a thirsty 
man dreameth, and, behold, he drinketh ; 
but he awaketh, and, behold, he is faint, 
and his soul hath appetite : so shall the 
multitude of all the nations be, that fight 
against Mount Zion." Turning away 
their ear from the charmer, charm ye 
never so wisely, "the lovers of pleasure 
more than the lovers of God," follow the 
phantom until it lures them to their OWft, 
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destruction. The moat avful realities 
they treat as mere tllasions, hardening 
their heart " like an adamautine atone." 
Repeated rebeliioos vex the spirit of 
God, therefore is he tamed to be their 
enemy. 

Thus the Lord is provoked to make 
the land desolate and barren for the 
wickedness of those who dwelt therein, 
•' How longr shall the land mourn, and 
the herbs of every field whither, for the 
wickedness of them that dwell therein!" 
" They have made my pleasant por- 
tion a desolate wilderness." " They 
have made it desolate, it moumeth unto 
BUe: the whole land is made desolate, 
because no man layeth it to heart," 
" For this shall the earth moum, and 
the heavens above be black." " All 
the bright lights of heaven will 1 make 
■Aark over thee, and set darkness upoQ 
-tty land, aaith the Lord God." The 
total extinction of li^ht is threatened in 
'the day of the Lord's vengeance; " And 
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wbea I shall pat thee out," (or according 
to the marginal reading, destroy the 
fmpirt) " I irill cover the heaven, and 
make the stars thereof dark ; I will cover 
the snu with a cloud, and the moon shall 
not give her light." " And it shall come 
to pass in that day, that I will cause the 
sun to go down at noon, and I will darken 
the earth in the clear day." " For the 
stars of heaven and the constellations 
thereof shall not give their light ; the 
sun shall be darkened in his going forth, 
and the mooa shall not cause her light to 
shine." 

The great power and sovereignty of 
God, papfc«e^«*"''«<I in these different 
parts of scripture : and surely. He, who 
at tfc» '•*«*°'""S '^'"^ ^^^ foundations of 
^ «*rth ; by tt hose word the heavens 
WMV made, and all the host of them bv 
lb» breath of his mouth ; can, according 
to his will, shake, or remove any of his 
■■•|«hty works. And although we are 
! will roll them all up ai,fk 
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scroll, we uever hear that he will totally 
destroy thut which he made at the 
beginning, and pronounced to be tiery 
good. 

On the contrary, Georgiana, His irre- 
vocable promise and decree is pLissed, 
" The whole land shall be desolate ; yet 
will I not make a full end." That the 
enemies of the Lord shall be rooted out 
of the land, is clearly and fully described 
throughout the sacred record, and also 
that the righteous shallinheritit and dwell 
therein for ever. " Let God arise, let his 
enemies be scattered : let them also that 
hate him flee before him," will be the cry 
of every faithful follower of the Lamb. 
" So let all thine enemies perish, Lord : 
but let them that love him be as the sun 
when he goeth forth in his might," 

There are fearful descriptions of those 
whom " the Lord hath rejected." They 
are called " reprobate silver," such as 
couid wot be purified. "The bellows are 
,t)urued, tlie lead is consumed of the fire ; 
■ Q 3 
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the founder melteth in vain : for the 
wicked are not plucked away." These 
are such as with a bold front presume to 
lift up their voice against the most Hi^, 
I lying words that cannot 



who ' 



' trust 
profit," When God calls to an awful 
account, " Will ye steal, murder, and 
commit adultery, and swear falsely, and 
burn incense unto Baal, and walk aftee 
other gods whom ye know not : and come 
and stand before me in this house, which 
is called by my name, and say, fFh art 
delivered to do all these abominalioiis?" 
This is Satan's lying accusation, as if the 
pure and holy God could be the auth(» 
of evil ; or could decree theii abominable 
works. The father of lies is the master 
and fathertheyhavechosen; the ways they 
follow, are his ; and they are given over 
to do his work. If the Lord leave us, 
our destruction is sure. " Epbraim is 
joined to idols: let him alone." " Behold, 
ye are of nought : an abomination is 
that chooseth you." 
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What a fearful day, papa, will the last 
day of account he for all who would not 
have the Lord to reign over them 1 

It is described in forcible language, 
" If one look unto the land, behold dark- 
ness and sorrow, and the light is darkened 
in the heaven thereof. The earth shall 
quake. The heavens shall tremble. The 
sun and the moon shall be dark, and the 
stars shall withdraw their shining." " The 
sun shall be turned Into darkness, and the 
moon into blood, before the great and 
terrible day of the Lord come." " That 
day is a day of wrath, a day of trouble 
and distress, a day of wasteness and deso- 
lation, a day of darkness and gloominess, 
a day of clouds and thick darkness." Such 
a time of horror will surely overtake the 
nngodly, who will all be swept olf the 
face of the earth with the besom of des- 
truction ; and the kingdom of darkness 
will be totally demolished. The Lord 
" will shake the heavens, and the earth 
sliaU remove out of her place," Then it 
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irill be seen, that " the Lord is in his holy 
temple," and the earth wilt be constrained 
" to keep silence before him;" for all are 
guilty ; and all nnder fearful condemna- 
tion, " There is none that doeth ^od ; no 
hot one." Then the glory of His bright- 
Bess will eclipse every lesser light ; " then 
the moon shall be ronfoanded, and the 
snn ashamed, when the Lord of hostsshall 
reign in Mount Zion, and in Jerasalem, 
and before his ancients gloriously." 

Then the wheat and the chaff will 
be thoroughly winnowed and separated. 
" The hail shall sweep away the refuge 
of lies, and the waters shall overflow the 
biding-place." That which they trusted 
in shall fail. Because ye haTe said, 
" We have made a covenant with death, 
and with hell are at agreement ; when the 
overflowing scourge shall pass through, it 
shall not come unto us ; for we have made 
lies our refuge, and under falsehood bav4 
*e hid ourselves." But in these there is 
no way of escape. The sei 
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" your covenant with death shall be dis- 
annulled, and your agreement with hell 
shall not stand ; when the overflowing 
scourge shall pass through, then ye shall 
be trodden down by it. From the time 
that it goeth forth, it shall take you ; for 
moming by morulng shall it pass over, by 
day and by night : and it shall be a vexa- 
tion only to understand the report." 

While these predicted judgments shall 
fall with alt the weight of the anger of 
God on the people who are none of his, 
those who are, shall be as safe as the 
apple of his eye. When a horrible 
darkness shall involve the followers of 
Satan, the children of Goil .sh^ll he hid in 
the day of his anger. In the " time of 
trouble, such as never was since there 
was a nation even to that same time : and 
at that time thy people shall he delivered, 
every one that shall he found written in 
the book. And many of them that sleep 
in the dust of the earth shall awake, 
some to everlasting life, and some to 



aftmnp smd ereTfastni^ cunfcfltpt. And 
thej that he wise AJL ^hmeas thehr^ht- 
]ie» of tbe iEtmameiit ; snd diej that 
turn mao J to righ t e ottsoess, as the stars 
fbr ewer and erer.'^ Tlie time of destruc- 
tfon to Ae one, is Ae time of de&Teraitce 
to the other* *' WBM wo ef c r dull ddl on 
Aie name o{ the Lord, AaiU bedefirered : 
for in Moimt TSxm, and in Jerusalem shaU 
be delxTeraBce, as Ae Lord hath said, 
and in the remnant whom die Lord shall 
eall.'* '* The son and the moon shall be 
darkened, and the stars shall withdraw 
their shining. The Lord also AM roar 
out of Zion, and litter his roice itat of 
Jerusalem; and the heavens Und the 
earth shall shake: bnt the Lord will be 
the hope of his people, and the strength 
of the children of Israel." •' The Lord 
thy Gfod in the midst of thee is mighty ; 
be will save, he will rejoice over thee 
with joy ; he will rest in his love, he will 
joy over thee with singing.** 

Yes, dear papa, our merciful God has 
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devised themeansofrecalling his banished 
ones. He has laid "in Zion for a foun- 
dation a stone, a tried stone, a precious 
corner- stone, a sure foundation." I do 
mot entirely comprehend what follows, 
."he that believeth shall not make haste." 
It means, I think, the trust in God 
which will be given to liis people in that 
day when the desolation shall overtake 
the wicked ; they shall not flee away ; 
calmly believing that " their strength is 
ito sit still;" they will quietly wait and 
fixpect the salvation of God. Believing 
,that the promises of God are alt yea and 
iftmen, they will be enabled to dismiss all 
^xious fears ; being firmly persuaded 
^iiat " they who trust in the Lord shall 
be as Mount Zion, which cannot he 
ivemoved, but abideth for ever." And 
^at " as the mountains are round about 
gjenisalem, so the Lord is round about 
^s people, from henceforth even for ever." 
The church, papa, is Mount Zion, 
fboilt upon an hill, which can never be- 
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removed ; ueither can the ^ates of heli 
prevail against it ; its fouDdation is sure, 
its corner stone is precious. How many 
beautiful passages of Scripture describeit ! 
■" Glorious things are spoken of thee, O 
thou city of God." " Beautiful for situa- 
tion, the joy of the whole earth, la Mount 
Ziou, the city of the great King." " God 
b known in her palaces for a refuge. 
Out of Zion, the perfectioD of beauty, 
God hath shined." 

Happy, happy, are the inhabitants of 
tiis joyous city, my daughter ! "They 
sliall come and sing in the height of Zion, 
and shall flow together to the goodness 
of the Lord." " Cry out a'nl shout, thou 
inhabitant of Zion, for great is the Holy 
One of Israel in the midst of thee." 
" And their soul shall be as a watered 
garden ; and they shall not sorrow any 
more ; for God hath said, I will turn 
their mourning into joy, and will comfort 
them, and make them rejoice from their 
sorrow." The only real sorrow which ' 
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oppresses the Lord's people, is a sense 
of their own depravity ; and their con- 
tinual proneness to depart from the living' 
God. Unbelief distracts them, they 
cannot understand the divine record. 
" Thine own wickedness shall correct 
thee, and thy baoksli dings shall reprove 
thee." Their Father in heaven looks 
down with pity upon them, and it grieves 
Him to see their affliction. " Is Ephraim 
my dear son? is he a pleasant child ? 
for since I spake against him, I do ear- 
nestly remember him still." " Turn, O 
backsliding children, saith the Lord : 
for I am married unto you r and I will 
take one of a city and two of a family, 
and I will bring yon to Zion : and I will 
give you pastors according to mine heart, 
which shall feed yon with knowledge and 
understanding." The promises of God 
are very precious to his children ; and sin 
being their most grievous burden, their 
great consolation is in the assurance, that 
■•" neither shall they walk any more after 
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the iiDaginatioD of their evil heart.1l 
Though sin is still alive in their membew 
it " shall not have dominion over I 
Through the blood of the everlastii 
covenant. He will make His people p 
feet in every good work to do His v 
working in them that which 
pleasing in his sight, through Jee 
Christ : to whom be glory for ever i 
ever, Amen." 

" And my people shall be satisfied n 
my goodness." While looking for it in ' 
themselves, bitter disappointment is their 
portion, because they seek for what can 
never be foand. The spirit is weighed 
down by reason of inbred corruption, 
until through grace we are brought to 
see that righteousness which is wrought 
out for all who believe. Thus the Lord 
satiates the weary soul, and thus he 
replenishes every sorrowful soul. He 
strengthens the faint by the knowledge 
of his free grace and full pardon. For 
thus sailh the Lord, " I will forgive their j 
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iniquity, and I will remember their sin 
no more." It is said, that " the iniquity 
of his people shall be sought for and shall 
not be found." These are the " very 
small remnant" whom Christ hath res- 
cued from the general doom ; otherwise 
all would have been as Sodom and 
Gomorrah, for all have equally merited 
the consuming fire of the wrath of God. 
£ut " he pardooeth iniquity, and passeth 
by the transgression of the remnant of 
his heritage." 
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- liook npoBL the rainbow, and praise Him that made it : 
▼ery beantifiil it is in the brightness thereof; and the hands 
of the Most High have bended it" Ecdesiasticas zliii. 1 1 . 

I FOUND some lines, papa> in one of the 
Annuals (I forget which), on the rainbow, 
with which I was so much pleased that I 
committed them to memory, . and if you 
have no objection, I will repeat them. 

*' He hath lit up the sky with His thousand rays. 
And spread forth His arch mid the sun's bright Maze. 
He lias spanned the waves with his glorious bow. 
And dyed with its colours the ships below. 

He hath looked on the douds, and they've floated away : 
He hath gilded the rocks, and gemm'd them with spray : 
He hath breathed on the waters, and bid them be still : 
He hath hush'd the broad waves with the word of His wilL 

He hath open'd the heavens. He hath sent forth Hisshowen, 
Tb gladden the field and the spring-starting fiowera : 
And now He hath gather*d the tears of the sky. 
And spread them abroad, like smiles from on high.** 
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I do not wonder that the contemplation 
of an object so glorious as the rainbow 
should inspire such lines, Georgiana. As 
the sign of God's covenant with sinfal 
man, it ought always to remind him of the 
hand of mercy stretched forth to raise 
him from the abyss into which he had 
fallen. It is truly the most delightful 
object, and the most brilliant and beauti- 
ful meteor which adorns the covering of - 
our terrestrial globe, as it splendidly 
irradiates the dissolving clouds, while the 
sun bursting through them makes the 
rain-drops to glisten. 



Let me hear, Georgiana, the first ac- 
count which has been given to us of the 
rainbow, and on what occasion it was 
pointed out as the sign of the covenant. 

My best way of doing so, papa, will be 
repeat God's own words : — 
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" And God spake unto Noab, and to 1 
his sons with him, saying, Aud I, behold J 
I, establish ray covenant with you, and 
with your seed after you ; and with every 
living creature that is with you, of the 
fowl, of the cattle, and of every beast 
of the earth with you. And I will estab- 
lish my covenant with you ; neither shall 
ail Beah be cut off any more by the waters 
of a flood to destroy the earth. And God 
said, This is the token of the covenant 
which I make between me and you, and 
every living creature that is with you, for 
perpetual generations: I do set my bow 
in the r.loud, and it shall be for a token 
of a covenant between me and the earth. 
And it shall come to pass, when I bring 
a cloud over the earth that the bow shall 
be seen in the cloud. And I will remem- 
ber my covenant which is between me 
and you, and every living creature of all 
flesh ; and the waters shall no more 
become a flood to destroy all flesh. And 
the bow shall be in the cloud. 
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look upon it, that I may remember the 
everlasting covenant between God and 
every living creature of all flesh that ia 
upon the earth." And again God said 
UDto Noah, " This is the token of the 
covenant." 

The history of Noah, Georgiana, is a 
striking instance of the preservation of 
the called and chosen of God. Being a 
believer, he was accounted a just man ; 
perfect in his generations ; and amid uni- 
versal devastation, when the overwhelm- 
ing flood covered the tops of the trees, 
and rose above the summit of the loftiest 
mountains; when " all the fountains of 
the great deep were broken up, and the 
windows of heaven were opened," amidst 
the din and crash of riven rocks and 
mountains hurled from their Arm bases, 
the ark alone outlived the tempest, and 
was borne up securely by the agitated 
waves which doomed to destruction all 
which was not found therein. Thus they 
only are safe who are found in Jesus. He 
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b die aril of tke new covenant : the ontf i 
secvre hidiDg-place for his people ; th< 
stroaf rdage; tbeir covert from eveiy 
storm ; mod ail wbo are not in him mnst 
perish inevitablT, and for ever. The ra- 
diaot rainbow spread over the dark cload, 
reminds the believer that the ang«r 
God is tomed awav. And God himi 
looking upon it, remembers his covenant 
of merov. The cloud is the foremnner 
of renewed mercies. It proclaims the 
comingf shower to moisten and fertilize 
the parched earth, and when it has accom- 
plished its kindlv purpose, the refrac- 
ted sun -beams produce the ra>nbow< 
which glistens in the partial cloni 
Divine love often overshadows 
Christian's path, but the Sun of righte- 
ousness rises with healing in his winga, 
and gilds the passing clond. As the 
showers of spring descend to clothe the 
fields with verdure and the trees with 
leaves, and return not from whence they 
camt!, until they have finished their work; 
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SO will all the purposes of God be ful- 
filled. As it is wrilteD in the Scripture's 
own beautiful simplicity, " For as the 
rain coiueth down, and the snow fixim 
heaven, and retiirneth not thither, but 
wafereth the earth, and niaketb it bring; 
forth and bud, that it may give seed to 
the sower, and bread to the eater ; so 
shall my word be that goeth forth out of 
my mouth: it shall not return unto me 
void, but it shall accomplish that which I 
please, and it shall prosper in the thing 
whereto I sent it." 

Peter tells us, papa, that Noah was a 
preacher of righteousness ; and no doubt 
be warned the guilty race around him, of 
the flood which would soon sweep away 
the world of the ungodly. 

The building of such a huge vessel as 
the ark, ought of itself to have warned 
them. Such a work must of necessity 
have occupied much time, while those 
disobedient spirits, now shut up in the 
eternal prison to which the wrath of God 
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<)oonie(l them, were still in a state of pro- 
bation, " when once the long-suffering of 
God waited in the days of Noah, while the 
ark was a preparing." But they wouUv 
listen to no warning;^ their hearts were 
penetrable, and might justly be calli 
" wells withontwater, cloudsthat are 
ried with a tempest^ to whom is reserv* 
the mist ofdarkness for ever." 2Pet.ii. 17. 

The time will again come when God 
" will bring distress upon men, that they 
shall walk like blind men, because thej 
have sinned against the Lord : and th( 
blood shall be poured out as dust, 
their flesh as the dung. Neither the« 
silver nor their gold shall be able to 
deliver them in the day of the Lord's 
wrath ; but the whole land shall he 
devoured by the fire of his jealousy : for 
he shall make even a speedy riddance." 
Zeph. i. 18. 

These are unbelievers, false teachi 
upon whom neither the truths of God, 
his judgmeuts, make any impression ; 
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blind men, they hurry on to their own 
destruction. They speak evil of things 
which they knovi not ;• — whom Jude de- 
scribes as spots in the feasts of charity, 
" clonds without water, carried about of 
winds ; trees whose fruit withereth, with- 
out fruit, twice dead, plucked up by the 
roots ; raging waves of the sea, foaming 
out their own shame ; wandering stars, 
to whom ia reserved the blackness of 
darkness for ever." And while this 
destruction shall overtake the world of 
the ungodly, the Lord is with his elect 
to save them ; and though he make a ftill 
end of the nations among whom they are 
scattered, he will not make a full end 
of those who have found grace in his 
sight ; with whom his covenant is as 
firmly established as the ordinances of the 
heavenly bodies. For thus saith the Lord, 
" If heaven above can be measured, and 
the foundations of the earth searched out 
beneath, I will also cast off the seed of Is- 
rael for all that they havedone." Jer, Jtxxi. 
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" The shower comes down in his seaaon," 
" As the dew of Hermon, that descended 
upon the mountains of Zion : for there 
the Lord commanded his blessiDg, even 
life for evermore." Serle gives a beauti- 
ful explanation of this verse in his Horse 
Solitarife : " Mount Hermon is one of the 
highest mountains in the Holy Land, 
and though in a region so near the tropic, 
is always covered with snow ; the clouds 
which lie upon the summit, being brought 
by the north winds to Jerusalem, cause 
the dews to fall plentifully upon the hills 
of Sion. A beautiful illustration this of 
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the grace of Christ, who is as the dew 
unto Israel ; and who, like the lofty 
mount of Henuon, collects the heavenly 
rains which replenish his people with 
moisture, as that does the bills beneath." 
The weary pilgrim is strengthened and 
refreshed as he journies through the 
wilderness of this world. " Thou, 
God, didst send a plentiful rain, whereby 
thou didst confirm thine inheritance when 
it was weary." The command ia issued, 
" Drop down ye heavens, from above, 
and let the skies pour down righteous- 
ness." 

" By watering he wearieth the thick 
cloud i he scattereth his bright clond." 
God " causeth the light of his cloud to 
shine." When it seems to threaten most, 
it is ready to burst in mercies upon the 
head of his redeemed. "And now men 
see not the bright light which ia in the 
clouds : but the wind passeth and clean- 
seth them." Job xxvii. 31, 
I ' To the natural man, darkness can alone 
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I>p discerned in the thick cloud, but tbct 
wind passes over it, the wafting of 1 
Spirit of grace, and the darkness past 
away, and the bright light is discovert 
The Sun of righteousoess arises, and thi 
mourniDg soul is at rest. 

" How Bweetl)> puts tbe ChriBtlan sun, 



"Dbl where the ChrlsUan cada his dsTi, 
lin^nft lovely line oTrarn, 
That BpeaJta hla calm depaitore blest, 



" It is He that buildeth his stx)ries (t 
spheres) in the heaven, and hath found) 
his troop in the earthy he that call e 
the waters of the sea, and poureth th< 
out upon the face of the earth. 
ix. 6. " AbIc ye of the Lord rain in 
time of the latter rain ; so the Lord sfai 
make bright clouds, and give them show< 
of rain, to every one grass in his field." 

Rain, papa, enlivens the whole fa 
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of Dalnre, the Lord promised it should 
descend upon the country to which he 
was leading his people. " The land, 
whither ye go to possess it, is a land of 
hills and vallies, and drinketh water of 
the rain of heaven : a land which the 
Lord thy God careth for : the eyes of the 
Lord thy God are always upon it, from 
the beginning of the year even unto the 
end of the year. And it shall come to 
pass, if ye shall hearken diligently xmto 
my commandments which I command 
you this day, to love the Lord your God, 
and to serve him with all your heart and 
with all your soul, that I will give you 
the rain of your land, in his due season, 
the first rain, and the latter rain, that 
thou mayest gather in thy corn, and thy 
wine, and thine oil. And I will send 
grass in thy fields for thy cattle, that thou 
mayest eat and he full." The prophet 
Joel rejoices in the plenty produced by 
the rain. " Be glad then, ye children 
of Ziou, and rejoice in the Lord your 



I 



190 CONVKRRATION IX. 

God: for he hath given you the formapfl 

rain moderately, and he will c 

come down for you the rain, and ths'l 

latter rain in the first month. And i 

floors shall be full of wheat, and the fat^ 

shall overflow with wine and oil." 

husbandman waiteth for the precious fru 

of the earth, and hath long patience foK 

it, until he receive the early aud lattaTl 

rain." 

When rain is withheld, Georgiana, the 
land mourns ; it is a judgment from the 
X^rd. " Take heed to yourselves, that 
your heart be not deceived, and ye turo 
aside and serve other gods, and worship 
them ; and then the I*ord's wrath be 
kindled against you, and he shut up the 
heaven, that there be no rain, and that 
the land yield not her fruit." Again it is 
said, " When heaven is shut up, and 
there is no rain, because they have sinned 
against thee." By the great power of 
God, that which afterwards descended in 
showers of blessing, rushed forwards in 



CONVERSATION IX. 197 

the day of his wrath in a sweeping deluge, 
to rid the earth of its ongodly inhabltimts ; 
but that the flood-gates of heaven will 
never again be let loose, the bright bow 
in the cloud is the everlasting token. 
The covenant is sure, it is ratified by the 
blood of the Lamb slain from the found- 
ation of the world. Now "mercy and 
truth are met together ; righteousness and 
peace have kissed each other." 

From the radiant colours of the rain- 
bow, papa, we may form some idea of the 
glory which encircles the throne of God ; 
for it is said, that " as the appearance 
of the bow that is in the cloud in the day 
of rain, so was the appearance of the 
brightness round about. This was the 
appearance of the likeness of the glory 
of the Lord." Again, "And there was 
a rainbow round about the throne, in 
sight like an emerald." God is here 
represented as surrounded by the token 
of bis covenant. 
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SCiU teem u to my chiliUiood'e alght, 

A mld-wmy BtatlDD gtven, 
For luppy splrlla to alight 

Betwixt ttae euth Had beaven." 

Thisl>eautifularch,Georglana, is sonM 
times doubly or trebly reflected, 
interior bow beiug the brightest, 
the rays of light falling on the upper 
parts of the rain drops, and thence by 
refraction it is cast upon the inner part 
of its spherical surface, and reflected to 
the lower part, where by a second refrac- 
tion it is bent towards the eye of th^ 
spectator. The rays which fall upon 
interior bow undergo a double refrad 
and one reflection before they meet our 
eye in the colours of the rainbow. In the 
exterior bow, the rays of light, falling on 
the lower part of the rain drops, like the 
former, undergo two refractions, one, 
when they enter the drops, and another 
when they emerge from thence to tbe 
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eye ; but id the interior surface of the 
drops, they suffer two or more reflec- 
tions, hence the colours are not so stron§^ 
and well-defined, and appear inverted. 
You may make an experiment of this, 
if you suspend a glass globe filled with 
water in the sun-shine. With your back 
to the sun, fix your eye on the globe at 
such a distance that the part farthest 
from the sun may appear of a full red 
colour, then the rays from the globe to 
the eye will be refracted with the sun's 
direct rays, and if you keep your eyes in 
the same position, lowering the globe 
gradually, those colours of the prism will 
appear in succession as on the rainbow. 

The brilliant colours of the rainbow 
never fail to excite the admiration of the 
beholder. There are seven distinct shades, 
only three of which are generally sup- 
posed to be uncompounded, these are the 
red, yellow, and blue, the blending of 
which produce orange, green, indigo, and 
loolet. 
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famed Br vc it m Sp &t irt . Atav^y great 
distance ke oksenred a kaman figvre of a 
mcmstroas siae, iriiiek by its mimicking 
oi bis actions, ke discovered to be the 
reflection of bis own image. In tbis way 
(wben batbing) we may see onrselYes in 
muddy water, on a bright summer's day." 
*' Tbe sbadow seen opposite to the sun 
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upon a mass of thin fleecy vapour passing 
near the spectator, imitates his move- 
ments, while the head of the aerial figure 
is encircled with a halo of light ;" which 
halo may also be seen round the head 
of the image in the water ; not only lumi- 
nous, buf with distinct radiations. 

In the straits of Messina, as you have 
heard) when the surface of the water is 
perfectly smooth, palaces have been seen 
depicted upon it, with their balconies and 
windows; fragmentsof buildings, columns, 
pilastres, arches, lofty towers, flocks and 
herds grazing in their wooded vallies, 
armies of men on horseback and on foot 
all passing on in rapid succession. 

Sometimes the same objects which are 
depicted on the sea will also be seen in 
the air, when the atmosphere is charged 
with vapour or dense exhalation. 

Aerial images of vessels have been 
seen, which are called Spectre Skips, 
upright and inverted. Mr. Scorseby 
observed them "extending continuously 
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llirough half the circumference of (he 
horizon, aud at other times appearing 
only in detached spots in various quarters. 
The inverted images of distant vessels 
were often seen in the air, while tJie ships 
themselves were far beyond the reach 
of vision. In a voyage which he per- 
formed to the coast of Greenland in 1822, 
he saw an inverted image of a ship in the 
air, to which having directed his teles- 
cope, he discovered to be his father's 
ship " so well defined," that he said, he 
"could distinguish every sail, the general 
rig of the ship, and its particalar cha- 
racter." On afterwards comparing notes 
with his father he found that it was 
indeed his very ship, the Fame, though 
at the distance of about thirty miles. 

Baron Humboldt saw islands suspended 
in the air, and small Jishing boats, cows, 
and horses, &;c. &c. It is justly remarked 
that nature is full of the marvellous, and 
how necessary is the diffusion of science 
and knowledge, to enable us to account J 
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for phenomena, tht^ supernatural appear- 
ance of which must otherwise fill the 
superstitious mind with terror, 

" When, in the midst of solitude, and 
iu situations where the mind is undisturb- 
ed by subluQHry cares, we see our own 
image delineated in the air, and mimick- 
ing in gigantic perspective the tiny move- 
ments of humanity; — when we see troops 
in military array performing their evolu- 
tions on an almost inaccessible precipice ; 
— when in the eye of day a mountMn 
seems to become transparent, and exhi- 
bits on one side of it a castle, which we 
know to exist only on the other ; — ^when 
distant objects, concealed only by the 
roundness of the earth, and beyond the 
cognizance of the telescope, are actually 
transferred over the intervening convex- 
ity, and presented in distinct and magni- 
fied outline, to our accurate examination ; 
— when such varied and striking phan- 
tasms are seen also all around us, and 
therefore appear in the character of real 
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phenomeaa of nature, our impressions of 
supernatural agency can only be removed 
by a distinct and satisfactory knowledge 
of the causes which gave them birth." 

" Not only can these phenomena be 
explained, but by simple optical appara- 
tus the atmospherical spectres can be 
reproduced on a small scale." 

" The representation of ships in the 
air by unequal refraction, has no doubt 
given rise in early times to those super- 
stitions which have prevailed in differeut 
countries respecting phantom skips." 

" The aerial images are obviously those 
formed by unequal refraction. The 
pictures seen on tbe sea may be either 
the aerial images reflected from its sur- 
face, or from a stratum of dense vapours, 
or they may be the direct reflections from 
the objects themselves." 

But papa, I do not understand the 
nature of these reflections and refractions. 

Perhaps by a very simple experiment, 
this may be done. Put a shilling into a 
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empty biisiD, and let it be lilled gently 
with water ; as it rises towards the top, 
the shilling will become more and more 
visible, till at length it will be distinctly 
seeu, appearing as if raised above the 
bottom of the basin ; biit while the water 
is poured in, you must stand at auch a 
distance as to see the edge of the basin 
only. Then you will see the reflection 
of the shilling rising in the water, and it 
proves that the rays of light are retracted, 
that is, bent downwards in their passage 
out of the water, which is the denser 
medium, into the air, which is the thinner ; 
and meeting the eye in a more oblique 
direction, the object must necessarily 
appear to be elevated, and brought into a 
different situation from that in which it 
is placed. When a ray of light parses 
out of one medium into another, it is 
refracted or turned out of its tirst course, 
according as it falls more or less obliquely 
on the refracting surface which divides 
the mediums. Place the bason in such a 
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position as that the rays of the sua may 
strike iipoD it obliquely, and obserre 
where the shadow of the rim falls upon 
the bottom ; then fill it with water, and 
the shadow will not extend as far as it 
did when the bason was empty, which 
proves that the rays have changed their 
direction, by passing out of one medium 
into another ; the less obliquely tfaey 
shine, the less will they be refracted, 
if they fall perpendicularly, they will 
be refracted at all. 

By refraction we. enjoy the light of the 
sun after he has disappeared below our 
horizon ; and in the morning the sun's 
rays, in falling upon the higher part of 
the atmosphere, are reflected back to our 
eyes, and form a faint light which gradu- 
ally increases to the splendour of day. 
Thus the crepusculnm, or morning and 
evening twilight is produced ; and by that, 
merciful gradation, we have not a suddt 
transition from midnight darkness to 
blaze of light. 
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Legt you should not still be sufliciently 
clear on this subject, it may be further 
elucidated by another rxperiinent. Here 
is a vessel iit which there is a small 
opening near the bottom; there is a stop- 
per which I shall put into it, having first 
placed within a piece of gold, then filling 
the vessel with water : I shall put you 
. into such a position, that you can merely 
see the image of the shining substance on 
the surface of the water ; while your eye 
is still fixed upon that object, I shall 
draw out the stopper, and let the water 
run off, when you will be surprised to 
perceive that the image disappears with it, 
and conversely when I pour the water back, 
the image will also return as before. 

I delight in such experiments, papa, 
and indeed, in all the studies to which 
you lead my mind ; but above all these, 
the study of the Bible, and of the glorious 
works of the Creator, is an unfailing 
source of comfort and happiness. Each 
of the revolving seasons bring their pecu- 
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liar enjoyments and blessings, and with 
Cowper I can say, 

' Winter lias ajoy for me. 

While tlM 8 > ^to ur *» duurms I read, 
L0WI7, me^ from hlfiiah free. 
In the gnow-dro|> * » pensive head. 

^nring returns, and hrings akmg, 

Life's inTigontinir sons : 
Hark! the tmOe's plaintive song 

Seems to speak his dying groans ) 

Summer has a thousand charms. 

All eziNTCsalTe of his worth ; 
Tls his son that lights and warms. 

His the air that cools the earth. 

What 1 has antomn left to say 

Nothing of a Saviour's grace } 
Yes, the beams of milder day 

Ten me of his smiling fl»e. 

Light appears wifli early dawn : ^ 

While the son makes iMSta to rise. 
See his bleeding beauties dawn : 

On the blushes of the skies. 

Ev'ning with a silent pace, 

Slowly moving in the wes^ 
Shows an emblem of his grace. 

Points to an eternal rest.* 
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